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Abstract

The Kalama Sutta is a significant teaching in Buddhism that promotes
the use of critical thinking and wisdom in examining truth, without blindly
adhering to beliefs or authorities without reflection. Although the Kalama Sutta
originated over 2,500 years ago, its principles remain relevant and applicable to
contemporary political and social contexts. This academic article aims to
analyze the connections between the principles of the Kalama Sutta and key
Western political science concepts, demonstrating the contributions of Eastern
wisdom to the development of modern politics and governance.

This study presents a comparative analysis between the Kalama Sutta
and important Western political science concepts, including liberalism,
utilitarianism, Enlightenment rationalism, and democracy. The analysis reveals
correlations between the principles of the Kalama Sutta and these concepts,

particularly in terms of emphasizing individual freedom and equality, focusing
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on empirical outcomes, employing reason and empirical study, and developing
public critical thinking as a fundamental basis for democracy.

This article proposes that the Kalama Sutta has significant contributions
to offer contemporary political science studies. It can be applied to develop
critical thinking and wisdom in analyzing political phenomena comprehensively
and profoundly, leading to enhanced political understanding and quality
analysis. This, in turn, forms an essential foundation for the development of

democracy and good governance in society.
Keywords: Kalama Sutta, Western Political Science, Liberalism, Utilitarianism,

Rationalism, Democracy
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