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Abstract 

Teaching English to primary school students entails using pedagogical strategies that are specifically 

targeted to young learners' developmental needs and linguistic capacities. This abstract delves into key 

considerations for effective English language instruction in primary schools, with a focus on interactive and 

communicative approaches, storytelling and literature integration, multisensory learning, cultural context 

integration, technology integration, differentiation and inclusion, and assessment for learning. The goal is to 

provide a dynamic and exciting English learning atmosphere that not only teaches language skills but also 

instills a passion for language learning and successful communication. This abstract serves as a framework 

for delving into specific teaching approaches and practices that are consistent with these principles, while also 

acknowledging the critical role that primary school teachers have in influencing kids' language acquisition 

experiences.  
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Introduction 

Teaching methods are the methods that teachers use to present knowledge and support students in 

fulfilling their learning outcomes. Although there are numerous teaching styles, each has a unique approach 

to engaging students and assisting them in mastering the course topic. What teaching approach is most 

effective for a student is determined by their educational background and learning abilities (Fiona Copland, 

Sue Garton, and Anne Burns., 2014). Teachers might modify their approaches to help pupils focus, regulate 

student behavior, or encourage active involvement in collaborative learning activities. 

Particular topics may be better suited to different approaches than others. For example, you could 

use project-based learning to help kids brainstorm ideas for developing a new playground for their school. 

This project can let children experiment with geometric forms and basic math abilities to calculate the costs 
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involved. This can provide children with an excellent opportunity to apply their knowledge in real-world 

circumstances (Nakabugo, M.G., Opolot-Okurut, C., Ssebunga, C.M., Maani, J.S. & Byamugisha, A., 2008). 

In this article, we discuss and review the most common methods that teachers might discover 

advantageous. There are numerous instructional methods that can be used with elementary-aged kids. An 

approach that works for one teacher may not work for another since each method employs various tools and 

strategies to achieve common educational objectives (Thanh Phuong, N. T., & Sunanta, P., 2023 : 1-8). That 

is why many teachers try to pull ideas from other ways, mixing and incorporating them into a single, unique 

teaching approach based on the needs of the students and school, as well as other situations. 

Teaching English for primary school students requires a thoughtful and dynamic approach that 

caters to the unique linguistic development and learning needs of young learners. Effective English language 

instruction not only aims to impart language skills but also fosters a love for language learning and 

communication. In this context, primary school teachers play a crucial role in creating an engaging and 

supportive environment where students can develop their language proficiency with enthusiasm (Muang-

Aun, P. N., 2023 : 1–9). 

The methods employed by primary school teachers in teaching English should be purposeful, 

interactive, and attuned to the age and developmental stage of the students. This introduction explores key 

strategies and approaches that can enhance the teaching of English in primary schools, emphasizing the 

importance of fostering language acquisition in a holistic and enjoyable manner. 

 

The Teaching English Method for Primary School 

 Teaching English to primary school students requires a thoughtful and dynamic approach to foster 

language development, communication skills, and a love for learning. Primary school teachers play a crucial 

role in laying the foundation for language proficiency, and their methods should be tailored to the unique 

needs and capabilities of young learners. This introduction explores key principles and strategies for teaching 

English effectively in primary education; 

1. Small group instruction 

Small group instruction gives youngsters an opportunity to learn in small groups with their teacher. 

This teaching style typically entails organizing activities for students to rotate among in order to provide them 

with opportunities to work on a wide range of tasks. This strategy enables teachers to pay special attention 

to each student's talents and involve them in the learning process (Rintaningrum, R., 2018). Engaging with 

students in a small group can be an excellent method to reinforce what they have learned in a bigger group 

while also encouraging them to ask and answer questions more confidently. 

Teaching English to primary school students requires a multifaceted approach that recognizes the 
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diverse needs and abilities of young learners. Small group instruction is a powerful strategy that allows 

educators to address individual differences, provide targeted support, and foster collaborative learning 

environments. In the context of teaching English, small group instruction offers a dynamic and personalized 

approach to language development. This introduction explores the key principles and benefits of employing 

small group instruction within the framework of Teaching English Methods for primary school educators 

(Attapol Khamkhien, 2010). 

In conclusion, small group instruction is a dynamic and effective strategy within the Teaching English 

Methods for primary school educators. By recognizing the individual needs of students, promoting 

collaboration, and tailoring instruction to specific language skills, small group instruction enhances the overall 

effectiveness of teaching English in a primary school setting. 

2. Teacher-centered approach 

The teacher-centered approach, also known as the traditional or "direct instruction" approach, is a 

pedagogical model where the teacher takes on a central and authoritative role in the learning process. In this 

approach, the teacher is considered the primary source of knowledge, responsible for delivering information 

and structuring classroom activities. Students, in turn, assume a more passive role as recipients of information, 

typically through lectures, drills, and other direct instructional methods (Ven. Viriya, & Kanokkamares, W., 

2023 : 11–17). The teacher-centered approach has been a historical and prevalent model in education, 

particularly in traditional classroom settings. While it provides a clear structure and efficient dissemination of 

information, it has faced criticism for potentially limiting student engagement and creativity. It's essential to 

note that educational practices have evolved, with a growing emphasis on student-centered approaches that 

encourage active participation, critical thinking, and collaborative learning. Understanding the teacher-

centered approach provides insight into the historical foundations of education and serves as a contrast to 

more contemporary teaching methodologies. 

3. Student-centered approach 

The student-centered approach, also known as learner-centered or progressive education, is an 

activity in the field of education that sets students at the center of the educational process. Unlike the 

traditional teacher-centered approach, that emphasizes the teacher as the primary source of knowledge and 

authority, the student-centered approach prioritizes empowering students, developing independence, and 

adapting instruction to individual needs (Sarly Gustini Pratiwi, Nur Fatimah, Nur Rifai Akhsan, 2021 : 154-

163). 

In a student-centered classroom, students actively participate in the learning process, take 

responsibility for their education, and work with their peers. Teachers serve as facilitators, leading and helping 

students as they investigate issues, solve difficulties, and develop their knowledge of the content. This method 
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emphasizes students' different learning styles, interests, and talents in order to provide a more individualized 

and meaningful learning experience. 

The student-centered approach emphasizes collaborative learning, project-based assignments, 

inquiry-based activities, and critical thinking and problem-solving skills. This method is consistent with modern 

educational philosophies, which emphasize the formation of lifelong learners capable of adapting to an ever-

changing world. 

The student-centered method aims to build not only academic knowledge but also vital skills such as 

communication, teamwork, and critical thinking by encouraging student agency and instilling a feeling of 

curiosity and independence. This introduction discusses the concepts and benefits of a student-centered 

educational philosophy. 

4. Project-based learning 

Project-Based Learning (PBL) stands out as a dynamic and student-centered instructional approach 

that transforms traditional education by placing a strong emphasis on real-world relevance, collaboration, and 

critical thinking. By immersing students in authentic projects, PBL promotes a holistic understanding of 

academic content while nurturing essential skills for the 21st century. The driving question or problem serves 

as the catalyst for inquiry, encouraging students to take ownership of their learning and engage in self-

directed exploration. Collaboration within teams fosters teamwork, communication, and the ability to work 

effectively with others—an essential aspect of future success (Rusiana, & Nuraeningsih, 2016 : 193-200). 

PBL's multidisciplinary approach reinforces the interconnected nature of knowledge, encouraging students to 

see the practical applications of what they learn across various subjects. The emphasis on application of skills 

and knowledge in a real-world context enhances the transferability of learning, preparing students for 

challenges beyond the classroom. 

Furthermore, the public presentation aspect of PBL not only provides an opportunity for students to 

showcase their work but also hones their communication and presentation skills, important in both academic 

and professional settings. Assessment in PBL extends beyond traditional methods by evaluating not only the 

final product but also the learning process. This encourages students to reflect on their experiences, identify 

areas of growth, and develop a deeper understanding of their own learning. Ultimately, Project-Based 

Learning aligns with the evolving educational landscape, fostering a student-centered approach that not only 

imparts knowledge but also equips students with the skills, attitudes, and dispositions needed for success in 

an ever-changing world (Rusiana, & Nuraeningsih, 2016 : 193-200). As education continues to evolve, the 

principles of PBL offer a promising avenue for cultivating lifelong learners who are prepared to navigate the 

complexities of the 21st century. 

5. Montessori 



42  Journal of Lanna Societies, Vol. 2 No. 1 (January – March 2024) 

Montessori offers a student-centered approach to education for kindergarten and pre-primary kids. 

With this teaching style, teachers typically set up the classroom with a variety of learning activities, and 

students explore each one at their own pace. To ensure that students encounter a variety of activities within 

each lesson, the teacher may encourage them to investigate a certain activity. Montessori teaches children 

life skills, such as housekeeping and cooking, rather than only basic math and literacy abilities, as most 

curriculum-based systems do (Sarly Gustini Pratiwi, Nur Fatimah, Nur Rifai Akhsan, 2021 : 154-163). 

The Montessori approach to education, developed by Dr. Maria Montessori, has left a profound impact 

on early childhood education and continues to influence educational practices globally. The core principles of 

the Montessori method, such as respect for the child, individualized learning, and the prepared environment, 

have shaped a unique educational philosophy that emphasizes holistic development. 

The Montessori environment is carefully designed to foster independence, curiosity, and a love for 

learning. Through hands-on, experiential activities, children are encouraged to explore and discover at their 

own pace, promoting a deep understanding of concepts and a sense of ownership over their education. The 

emphasis on mixed-age classrooms encourages collaboration and peer learning, nurturing social and 

emotional development alongside academic growth. The teacher, or guide, plays a role as an observer and 

facilitator, offering support and guidance as children engage in self-directed activities. 

Montessori education recognizes the importance of cultivating not only cognitive skills but also practical 

life skills and social competencies. The approach has been praised for its success in promoting creativity, 

critical thinking, and a positive attitude toward learning. While the Montessori method has found success in 

early childhood education, it has also sparked discussions and adaptations for older age groups and diverse 

educational settings. Its continued relevance underscores the enduring impact of Maria Montessori's innovative 

vision, providing an alternative and influential model that continues to shape the landscape of educational 

philosophy and practice. 

 6. Inquiry-based learning 

Incorporating Inquiry-Based Learning (IBL) into the teaching of English offers a transformative and 

dynamic approach that empowers students to actively engage with language concepts. By fostering curiosity, 

critical thinking, and self-directed exploration, IBL not only enhances language skills but also instills a deeper 

understanding of the English language. 

The student-centered nature of IBL places learners at the forefront of their educational journey, 

encouraging them to ask questions, investigate topics, and connect language learning to real-world 

applications. This approach recognizes the diverse learning styles and preferences of students, allowing for 

differentiation and personalized exploration. Through open-ended inquiry questions and collaborative learning 

experiences, students not only develop linguistic competence but also cultivate essential skills such as 
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problem-solving, communication, and teamwork. The teacher's role as a facilitator becomes pivotal, guiding 

students in their inquiries and providing support as they navigate the complexities of language exploration 

(Sarly Gustini Pratiwi, Nur Fatimah, Nur Rifai Akhsan, 2021 : 154-163). 

Inquiry-based learning promotes the use of multimodal resources, acknowledging the importance of 

diverse materials in language acquisition. Real-world relevance is a key feature, ensuring that language 

learning is meaningful and applicable beyond the classroom. Assessment in IBL extends beyond traditional 

measures, evaluating not only the final outcomes but also the process of inquiry. This comprehensive 

assessment approach enables educators to gauge students' critical thinking abilities, language application, 

and overall engagement in the learning process.  

Inquiry-Based Learning for teaching English not only equips students with language proficiency but 

also nurtures them as inquisitive, independent, and resourceful learners. This approach reflects contemporary 

educational principles that prioritize active and meaningful student involvement, preparing individuals for a 

lifelong journey of language exploration and communication. 

7. Flipped classroom 

The Flipped Classroom model presents an innovative and dynamic approach to teaching English that 

redefines traditional classroom dynamics. By flipping the traditional sequence of instruction, where students 

engage with content outside of class and use class time for active learning and application, this model aims 

to enhance student engagement, critical thinking, and language acquisition. The Flipped Classroom for 

teaching English offers several notable advantages. Firstly, it allows students to learn at their own pace, 

reviewing materials as needed, which can be particularly beneficial in language acquisition where individual 

proficiency levels vary widely. The model promotes active learning during class time, encouraging 

collaborative activities, discussions, and practical language application (Ramadian, O.  D., Cahyono,  B.  Y., &  

Suryati, N., 2019 : 142-149). 

The incorporation of multimedia resources, such as videos and online materials, provides diverse and 

interactive learning experiences. Students can access these resources at their convenience, fostering flexibility 

and accommodating different learning styles. The teacher's role transforms into that of a facilitator and guide, 

allowing for more personalized support and targeted feedback. The Flipped Classroom model encourages a 

student-centered environment, empowering learners to take ownership of their language learning journey. 

However, challenges such as ensuring access to technology for all students and managing individual progress 

need to be considered. Additionally, the success of the Flipped Classroom model relies heavily on the quality 

of the pre-recorded materials and the teacher's ability to facilitate meaningful in-class activities (Deerajviset, 

P., 2014 : 71-112). 

In conclusion, the Flipped Classroom model has the potential to revolutionize English language 
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instruction by creating an environment that values active engagement, personalization, and collaboration. 

While its successful implementation requires thoughtful planning and consideration of individual student needs, 

the Flipped Classroom presents an exciting opportunity to reshape the English language learning experience. 

8. Personalized learning 

Personalized Learning emerges as a powerful and student-centric approach to teaching English, 

offering a tailored educational experience that recognizes and accommodates individual learner needs. This 

model represents a departure from one-size-fits-all instructional methods, aiming to provide a more adaptive 

and effective language learning environment. The key strength of Personalized Learning lies in its ability to 

address the diverse linguistic abilities, learning styles, and interests of students. By allowing learners to 

progress at their own pace, explore topics of personal relevance, and receive targeted support, Personalized 

Learning fosters a sense of ownership and engagement in the language learning process. Technology plays 

a crucial role in facilitating Personalized Learning for teaching English, offering adaptive software, online 

resources, and interactive platforms that cater to individualized learning paths. These tools not only enhance 

language acquisition but also provide real-time feedback, enabling students to track their progress and 

address areas that require improvement (Khojastehmehr, R., & Takrimi, A., 2009 : 53-66). 

The teacher's role evolves into that of a facilitator, mentor, and individualized guide. Personalized 

Learning empowers educators to create differentiated lesson plans, offer targeted interventions, and build 

meaningful connections with students, fostering a supportive learning environment. While Personalized 

Learning holds great promise, challenges such as resource availability, equitable access to technology, and 

the need for robust professional development for educators should be addressed (Deerajviset, P., 2014 : 71-

112). Additionally, the success of Personalized Learning hinges on a careful balance between individual 

autonomy and a structured, scaffolded approach to language learning. 

In conclusion, Personalized Learning for teaching English represents a significant step towards meeting 

the diverse needs of students in language education. By embracing flexibility, adaptability, and a focus on 

individual growth, this approach has the potential to create a more inclusive, engaging, and effective English 

language learning experience for learners of varying backgrounds and abilities. 

 

Conclusion 

Teaching methods for primary school should be engaging, interactive, and tailored to the 

developmental needs of young learners. Effective strategies include interactive learning, use of visual aids, 

storytelling, educational games, multisensory approaches, cooperative learning, real-life applications, 

technology integration, differentiated instruction, regular assessment, positive reinforcement, and establishing 

a routine. These methods aim to make learning enjoyable, foster a collaborative environment, and 
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accommodate diverse learning styles while ensuring the practical relevance of lessons. Flexibility and 

responsiveness to students' needs are key components of successful primary school teaching. 
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