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Abstract

This article aims to investigate 34 toponyms located along the ancient trade route on Lanna’s
western frontier, extending from Tachileik to Mawlamyine, with respect to the languages used in
naming, the origins of the place names, and their phonological and semantic changes, drawing on
the concepts of etymology and language change. The findings are summarized as follows.

First, regarding the languages used in naming, seven languages were identified: Karen,
Thai, Mon, Burmese, English, Khmer, and Shan, respectively.

Second, regarding the origins of the place names, the names were found to be based on
local associations, including (1) geographical features, (2) persons associated with the locality, (3)
animal species, (4) legends, historical events, and folktales, (5) plant species, (6) the names of local
rivers, (7) objects, (8) the status of the locality, and (9) auspicious symbols, respectively.

Third, regarding phonological change, 23 toponyms were found to exhibit systematic
phonological changes through one to three phonological processes:

(1) One process involved three types: sound change, sound insertion, and sound deletion.
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(2) Two processes involved two types: sound change combined with sound insertion, and
sound change combined with metathesis.

(3) Three processes involved three types: a combination of sound change, sound insertion,
and sound deletion; a combination of sound change, sound deletion, and metathesis; and a
combination of sound change, sound deletion, and sound split.

Finally, regarding semantic change, six toponyms were found to have undergone semantic

change through semantic shift.
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