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Abstract

This article aims to explain and propose approaches for developing ethical
leadership and good governance among local administrators in response to the challenges
of the twenty-first century. The study is based on a synthesis of theories and academic
literature related to leadership, ethics, and public governance, combined with an analysis of
contemporary local administrative contexts. The article argues that ethics serves as the
foundation for exercising power in the public interest, while good governance provides
institutional mechanisms that promote transparency, accountability, and citizen participation
in local administration. In the era of digital transformation, local administrators face
increasing challenges, including demands for greater transparency, intensive public scrutiny
through networked societies, complex public issues, and persistent risks associated with
patronage systems and conflicts of interest. The article suggests that local leaders should
cultivate key attributes such as integrity, fairness, public accountability, value-based
decision-making, exemplary conduct, and digital ethical awareness. At the organizational
level, governance principles should be strengthened through transparency, accountability,
rule of law, equity, efficiency, and responsiveness to community needs. Furthermore, the
article proposes a three-level development framework consisting of: (1) individual-level
development focusing on ethical competencies and decision-making skills; (2) organizational-
level development emphasizing transparent organizational culture, open information
systems, and continuous learning; and (3) policy-level development aimed at strengthening
oversight mechanisms, ethical incentives, and collaborative governance among multiple
stakeholders. The proposed framework is expected to reduce corruption risks, enhance
public service performance, strengthen public trust, and promote sustainable local
development. The article also highlights the importance of future studies on ethical
leadership assessment tools and the relationships among leadership, organizational culture,

and governance outcomes in local contexts.

Keywords: Ethical Leadership, Good Governance, Local Administrators,

Public Administration, Sustainable Local Development
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Abstract

This academic article aims to present new findings derived from the processes of
analysis, synthesis, and integration of Buddhist principles and Eco-psychological concepts to
construct a new conceptual framework for the conservation of sacred community forests.
The study emphasizes the role of community networks as key mechanisms that
interconnect the dimensions of religion, psychology, and culture into a holistic approach to
sustainable natural resource management. The findings reveal that current natural resource
conservation practices remain predominantly technical and policy-oriented, often separated
from spiritual and moral dimensions. This separation results in limited community
participation and a diminished sense of moral value. The conceptual gap identified reflects a
lack of integration between Buddhist psychology, which focuses on inner mental
development, and ecopsychology, which emphasizes awareness of the interdependent
relationship between humans and nature. The article proposes an integrative practice that
applies Buddhist teachings in conjunction with eco-psychological perspectives to cultivate
“Buddhist eco-consciousness.” This approach operates through meditative learning
processes, cultural and environmental activities, and community-based ecological education.
It aims to foster faith, responsibility, and appreciation for the intrinsic value of nature, leading
to the formation of spiritually empowered community networks with strong environmental
citizenship. The expected outcome is the development of a sustainable and dynamic
“Buddhist-Eco Model for Contemporary Conservation,” consistent with the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and reflecting a path of peaceful coexistence and

ecological harmony between humans and nature in the twenty-first century.

Keywords: Contemporary Conservation, Community Network, Ecopsychology, Sacred

Forests, Buddhist Way
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Abstract

This academic article examines the role of the Buddhist principle of harmony
(Samaggi-dhamma) in fostering a culture of community forest conservation in Yasothon
Province, Thailand. The article aims to explain how Buddhist teachings contribute to
environmental awareness, collective responsibility, and community participation in the
sustainable management of natural resources. Drawing upon Buddhist philosophy,
community-based resource management, and the socio-cultural context of community
forest conservation, the article explores the relationship between moral values and
environmental stewardship. The principle of harmony emphasizes unity, cooperation,
mutual respect, and collective responsibility among community members. These values
encourage individuals to prioritize the common good, comply with community regulations,
and actively participate in the protection and sustainable use of forest resources. When
applied to community forest management, this principle strengthens environmental
consciousness, promotes a sense of shared ownership, and enhances the capacity of local
communities to prevent forest encroachment and resource degradation. The article argues
that a culture of forest conservation cannot be achieved solely through legal enforcement
or governmental regulations. Rather, it emerges through the cultivation of shared values,
social cohesion, and public consciousness within the community. In this regard, the Buddhist
principle of harmony functions as a cultural mechanism that connects religion, community,
and environmental conservation. Such integration contributes to sustainable natural
resource  management, strengthens community resilience, and promotes a balanced
relationship between humans and nature. The article concludes that the application of
Buddhist principles in environmental management offers a valuable approach to fostering
sustainable conservation practices and reinforcing community participation in local resource
governance. The experience of community forest conservation in Yasothon Province
highligshts the significance of moral and cultural foundations in achieving long-term

environmental sustainability.

Keywords: Harmony Principle, Community Forest, Conservation Culture, Buddhism,

Yasothon Province
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Abstract

This article analyzes the Bun Bang Fai rocket festival not merely as a rainmaking ritual
or a form of Isan cultural heritage, but as a cultural-political arena in which power, interests,
identities, and legitimacy are continuously produced, negotiated, and redistributed. The
analysis draws on cultural politics, patron—client relations and local political networks,
political space, and the political economy of festivals and ritual events to explain the
interaction between culture, power, and resources within the context of Phanom Phrai. The
analysis demonstrates that the Phanom Phrai Bun Bang Fai festival constitutes a political
space in which state agencies, local administrative organizations, politicians, business groups,
community leaders, and young people participate in defining the meanings of “Isan culture”
and the identity of “Phanom Phrai as the city of rockets.” Such cultural definitions are far
from politically neutral. Rather, they are closely connected to the construction of legitimacy
and the accumulation of multiple forms of capital, including symbolic, political, and
economic capital. The festival also provides a visible arena for patronage networks through
budget allocation, sponsorship of rocket competitions, entertainment stages, and other
festival resources, thereby reinforcing relationships between local political actors and
community constituencies. At the same time, residents and young people should not be
understood merely as passive subjects of state or economic domination. They actively
employ cultural practices, social media, and symbolic production as strategies for negotiating
power and redefining local identity. The article therefore argues that contemporary local
politics in Northeast Thailand should be examined through festivals and ritual events as
forms of everyday politics, where struggles over meaning, resources, representation, and
authority become publicly observable. It further recommends in-depth ethnographic
fieldwork and comparative studies across localities to advance political science scholarship
that more systematically integrates the dimensions of power, culture, identity, and political

economy.
Keywords: Bun Bang Fai; Phanom Phrai; Cultural Politics; Political Space; Political Economy
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Abstract

This article examines the Red Cross as a humanitarian organization formally
committed to neutrality while maintaining close relationships with the state, civil society,
and social networks. Such relationships generate political roles that operate both directly
and indirectly. The study applies the frameworks of state—society relations, soft power,
political legitimacy, and humanitarian diplomacy to explain how the Red Cross influences
social problem management, resource mobilization, and public policy. A qualitative research
approach is employed through the review and synthesis of historical documents, laws,
policy documents, and contemporary research, combined with interpretive content analysis.
The findings reveal three major dimensions of the Red Cross’s political role. First, it functions
as a symbolic mechanism that can reinforce state legitimacy and public confidence through
humanitarian relief, disaster response, and assistance to vulnerable groups. Second, it serves
as an institutional intermediary connecting government agencies, businesses, religious
organizations, communities, and citizens. This intermediary role facilitates the mobilization of
funding, knowledge, volunteers, and other resources while expanding opportunities for
public participation in collective affairs. Third, the Red Cross contributes to humanitarian and
social-policy agenda setting, particularly in disaster-response standards, public health,
protection of vulnerable populations, and volunteer development, thereby influencing the
long-term direction of social policy. Nevertheless, close relations between the Red Cross and
the state create a structural tension between humanitarian neutrality and political
embeddedness. Major challenges include the potential use of humanitarian activities as
political symbolism, functional overlap with state agencies, and concerns regarding
transparency and accountability. The article therefore proposes strengthening institutional
governance, systematic information disclosure, digital monitoring and evaluation systems,
and mechanisms for incorporating beneficiaries’ voices. These measures are essential to
preserving organizational credibility, autonomy, accountability, and humanitarian legitimacy

within contemporary democratic society.
Keywords: Red Cross; Social Welfare Activity; State-society Relations; Political Role
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Abstract

The pursuit of knowledge in Buddhist philosophy is an important process in studying

the core teachings of Buddhism, focusing on both theoretical understanding and practical
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application. The pursuit of knowledge in Buddhist philosophy helps individuals gain insight
into the teachings of the Buddha, such as the Four Noble Truths, the Eightfold Path, and the
mental training methods to develop peace and wisdom that lead to liberation from
suffering. Therefore, the pursuit of knowledge in Buddhist philosophy is not only about
theoretical learning but also emphasizes the practical application of these teachings in daily
life. This involves training the mind and developing the ability to live in accordance with the
ethical principles of the Buddha's teachings, fostering inner peace and tranquility. In the
process of seeking knowledge in Buddhist philosophy, individuals will be trained in various
aspects such as mindfulness development and the ability to perceive the reality of life’s
natural conditions. This process helps individuals understand the root causes of suffering
and the ways to overcome them. Correct practice will lead practitioners to a profound
understanding of life and all phenomena, enabling them to cultivate a mind that can live
with mindfulness and tranquility in any situation. Thus, the pursuit of knowledge in Buddhist
philosophy is a process that creates a balance between theory and practice. The study of
this field not only provides individuals with academic knowledge but also brings about real-
life transformations. These include the development of the mind, self-understanding,
understanding others, and fostering peace within society. By practicing according to the
Buddha's teachings, individuals can free themselves from suffering and live a life in

accordance with the path of practice that the Buddha taught.
Keywords: Buddhist Philosophy, Pursuit of Knowledge, Practice, Wisdom
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