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Abstract

This article aims to study the meaning, significance, and role of the Bodhi tree as a
spiritual center for Buddhists in Prachinburi province. The Bodhi tree is a tree that Buddhists
respect, have faith in, and believe in its sacredness. It is the tree which the Buddha attained
enlishtenment under the shade of it at Bodh Gaya, India, which was the beginning of

Buddhism and the symbolics of wisdom and awakening. Therefore, Bodhi trees are planted
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and revered in temples throughout Thailand. Particularly in Prachinburi province, where a
sacred Bodhi tree is located at Wat Ton Pho Sri Maha Bodhi, Kok Pip Sub-district, Sri Mahosot
District, a place of significant spiritual and ceremonial importance to the community. This
study found that the Bodhi tree plays a significant role in religious rituals, serving as a
spiritual focal point for Buddhists and symbolizing a profound connection between Dharma
and daily life. It also reflects the long-standing culture and beliefs of the local community,
as the tree is used as a meeting place and for various religious activities, which helps foster
relationships and unity within the community. The study results highlight the need for the
sustainable conservation of the Bodhi tree to promote the preservation of Buddhist faith
and identity in Prachinburi province. This article is hoped to be useful for the study and

preservation of this important cultural heritage.

Keywords: Bodhi Tree, Wat Ton Pho Sri Maha Bodhi, Buddhism, Prachin Buri
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Abstract

This article aims to 1) to study the concept of constructing Buddhist religious sites in
Buddhism; (2) to explore the current state of Buddhist site construction in Surin Province;
and (3) to analyze a model for establishing a Buddhist identity in Surin Province for
sustainable development. The study employs documentary research, target group
interviews, observation, and focus group discussion. The findings are presented using
descriptive analysis. The study reveals that the construction of Buddhist religious sites
initially stemmmed from building shelters to facilitate the monks' Dhamma practice. These
sites later evolve into the community's spiritual centers and cultural spaces. Rather than
solely serving as venues for religious ceremonies, they function as learning hubs, centers for
transmitting wisdom, and spaces for fostering unity, primarily emphasizing practical utility
that enhances both the quality of life and spirituality. Regarding the current state of
Buddhist site construction in Surin Province, the findings show unique characteristics that
reflect the local cultural context. There is a harmonious blend of architectural wisdom
between Thai and Khmer (Khom) arts, which is prominently visible in the design of arches,
pagodas, principal Buddha images, as well as the selection of local materials. However,
developing this identity currently requires a self-knowing process-exploring existing cultural
capital to further elevate its prominence. The analysis of the model for establishing a
Buddhist identity in Surin Province for sustainable development indicated that the most
suitable approach is integrating three dimensions: (1) the Dhamma dimension, focusing on
moral cultivation and Dhamma practice; (2) the cultural dimension, aimed at conserving
local architecture and identity; and (3) the intellectual (wisdom) dimension, transforming
temples into lifelong learning centers. The core mechanism for this is participatory
management, which allows the community to co-own, plan, and maintain these sites. This
ensures that Buddhist religious sites are not mere physical structures but serve to

sustainably integrate religion into the community's way of life.
Keywords: Sustainable Development, Identity Enhancement, Surin Province, Buddhism
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Abstract

This article aims to study the fourteen Khlong in Isan culture. The findings reveals
that the traditions of Thai people in the Isan region are practices inherited from ancestors
and passed down through generations, reflecting the values, virtues, beliefs, and way of life
of Isan people in the past. These are based on the principles of ‘Heet Sip Song - Khlong Sip
See’ (Twelve Mores and Fourteen Conventions) which are the traditions of Isan people that

have been practiced and transmitted for a long time. Heet Sip Song (Twelve Mores) refers to
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the mores or merit-making ceremonies corresponding to the twelve months of the year for
Thai people in the Isan region. Khlong Sip See (Fourteen Conventions) comprises fourteen
precepts or guidelines for Thai people in the Isan region, applicable to individuals of various
statuses, including the monarchy, sovernment officials, and citizens. The Khlong Sip See
serves as customary law and a tool for social control, defining the roles and responsibilities
of people in society, fostering unity and solidarity, preserving local culture and identity, and
importantly, instilling moral and ethical values. These principles are fundamental pillars
supporting Isan society in the past and continue to serve as valuable guidelines in the
present that can be adapted for use in the daily lives of Isan people, enabling them to live
together happily, meaningfully, and sustainably. The body of knowledge reveals that
Northeastern Thai and Lao traditions are similar, serving as the foundation of local wisdom,

beliefs, and crucial lifestyles of the past.
Keywords: Khlong Sip See, Culture, Tradition, Isan
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Abstract

The academic article aims to explore problem-solving approaches based on Buddhist
principles. The study employs documentary research, drawing upon academic literature,
Buddhist scriptures, and related research works. The findings reveal that the concept of ‘the
Key to Life’ serves as a metaphor for wisdom, which functions as an essential tool for
resolving and overcoming life’s difficulties in accordance with Buddhist teachings. This key

symbolizes wisdom that unlocks pathways beyond suffering and various obstacles. Its
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foundation is rooted in Buddhist methods found in the Tipitaka and significant events from
the Buddha’s lifetime. These sources illustrate the systematic application of mindfulness,
wisdom, and emotional maturity in confronting and resolving problems, ultimately leading
to self-development and the cultivation of a righteous way of life. The body of knowledge
derived from this study is the synthesis of the concept of ‘the Key to Life” as a Buddhist tool
for transcending problems through wisdom. This framework integrates emotional maturity

with Buddhist doctrinal principles.
Keywords: Key to Life, Emotional Maturity, Buddhist Problem-solving
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Abstract

This academic article examines the patterns of network formation and social spaces
between local politicians and business actors through the conceptual framework of Social
Space and Capital developed by Pierre Bourdieu, in conjunction with Social Network Theory.
The article aims to explain the dynamics of relationships, interactions, and power
negotiations among key actors operating within local political and economic arenas. In
contemporary societies, local governance and economic development increasingly rely on
interconnected networks that facilitate the exchange of resources, influence, and
opportunities among diverse stakeholders. The article argues that social space serves as an
arena in which actors compete, cooperate, and negotiate their positions through the
mobilization of various forms of capital, including economic, social, cultural, and symbolic
capital. Within this context, local politicians and business actors establish and maintain
networks through both formal and informal relationships. These networks are embedded in
a variety of social spaces, such as local administrative organizations, business associations,
educational institutions, community organizations, public events, cultural activities, and
kinship systems. Such spaces provide opportunities for trust-building, resource exchange, and
the accumulation of strategic advantages. From a Bourdieusian perspective, the relationship
between local politicians and business actors extends beyond collaborative efforts for local
development. It also reflects strugsles over power, legitimacy, and social positioning within
the local field. While these networks can contribute positively to economic growth,
community development, and resource mobilization, they may simultaneously reinforce
unequal power relations, facilitate preferential access to public resources, and reproduce
existing structures of domination. Understanding the formation of networks and the
operation of social spaces is therefore crucial for explaining local political processes and
governance dynamics. The article concludes that promoting transparency, accountability,
and inclusive participation is essential for ensuring that local political-business networks
contribute to sustainable and equitable development. The body of knowledge from the

study reveals three main themes: 1) the concept of a networked field of power, 2) the
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concept of capital conversion and power formation, and 3) the concept of dual dynamics of

local networks.
Keywords: Social Space, Social Network, Social Capital, Local Politician, Business Actor
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Abstract

This academic article aims to study the uncertainty of knowledge in an era of
information overload. The study finds that, in conditions where information flows
continuously, in the absence of principles for critical evaluation, the use of information and
knowledge tends to be dominated by bias, leading to erroneous processing and decision-

making based on inaccurate information, affecting people’s beliefs and leading to negative
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social consequences. On the contrary, if information is carefully examined within an
appropriate conceptual framework, the processing and utilization of information can help
promote society, generate innovation beneficial to humankind and support social
development under the principle of the rule of law. This article proposes an
epistemologically flexible framework that integrates critical thinking and media literacy with
the principles of the Kalama Sutta, the Three Characteristics, Yonisomanasikara, and
mindfulness and communication ethics, supplemented with technological approaches for
verifying the origin of media, to transform information overload into verifiable knowledge,

reducing bias, misinformation, and fake news at both individual and societal levels.
Keywords: Epistemic Uncertainty, Knowledge, Information Overload, Media Literacy
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