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Abstract

This research aims to evaluate the effectiveness of reading comprehension activity sets
using the 5W1H technique in the Thai language subject area, to enhance students’ reading
comprehension skills, and to assess student satisfaction with the activity sets among Grade 5
students at Ban Thung Tae School, Mueang District, Yasothon Province. The findings reveal
that 16 students (81.00%) achieves a score of at least 80%, while 5 students (19.00%) do not
meet the benchmark. The efficiency of the activity sets, measured using the 5W1H technique,
is found to be E1/E2 = 84/87.50, which meets the standard efficiency criteria of 80/80. Overall,
student satisfaction with the reading comprehension activity sets is rated at a high level
(=4.34; G=0.58). When analyzed by category, satisfaction with the activity sets themselves
scores the highest (U=4.38; G=0.59), followed by the perceived benefits received
(L=4.30; 6=0.52), both at a high level. The results suggest that the activity sets made learning
more enjoyable and engaging for students, stimulated their interest in reading, encouraged
them to ask more questions, and have the potential to be applied effectively in similar

educational contexts.
Keywords: Reading Skill Development, Reading Comprehension, Ban Thungthea School
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Abstract

The monastic gender identity is shaped by regulations—particularly the monastic code
(Vinaya and Dhamma)—as well as social norms, with ideals and spiritual goals serving as core
mechanisms for undertaking the monastic life. In contrast, gender identity associated with
sexual orientation—commonly referred to using terms such as tut, taew, kathoey, and gay—

is centered on personal preferences and desires. These two forms of gender identity differ
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significantly in both meaning and intent, especially when expressed through social media
platforms like Facebook, where they are disseminated to a wider public audience. A study
targeting Buddhist monks and novices—individuals who hold ordained status in the monastic
community—reveals a dualistic reflection of gender identity expressed in ways aligned with
personal preferences. This raises critical questions about why the Sangha permits such
individuals to be ordained in the first place. These concerns extend to the principles
prohibiting ordination, the original intent of ordination, and the monastic commitment that is
meant to accompany it—rather than the self-expressed identity now frequently displayed on
social media. The knowledge derived from this article indicates that the expression of gender
identity represents an assertion of human rights, while also serving as a shared criterion for
evaluating issues related to sexual rights and religious rights, as well as differing truths and

attitudes that should guide solutions and resolutions to such issues.
Keywords: Belief, Gender, Transgender Identity
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Abstract

This academic article aims to explore the role of religious discourse in constructing
moral authority and delineating behavioral boundaries within society through ideologically
driven language. The phrase “alcohol and pork as enemies of religion,” commonly found in
both Buddhist and Islamic preaching, is not merely a doctrinal or ritual prohibition, but
rather a discursive mechanism that produces shared moral meanings. It frames certain
behaviors as religious transgressions and identifies these acts with symbolic enemies of the
faith. This discursive process functions as a tool of moral governance, shaping ethical
consciousness at both individual and structural levels of society. Employing Michel
Foucault’s theory of discourse and power alongside Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis, this study argues that such discourse is not incidental, but the result of deeply
rooted socio-religious reproduction, embedded in scriptures, customs, and the authority of
religious leadership. These elements collectively reinforce moral perceptions that associate
religious virtue with specific, culturally constructed behaviors. The article contends that,
when applied with critical awareness, such discourse can serve as a strategic mechanism for
fostering moral consciousness and ethical values within communities. In the context of a
pluralistic society, however, an uncritical use of religious discourse risks marginalization and
moral absolutism. Therefore, a reflexive interpretation of religious language - one that
embraces the complexity of diverse belief systems - is crucial for promoting moral
coexistence, peace, and interfaith understanding in contemporary multicultural societies.
The findings of this study reveal that 1) this discourse does not exist solely in the form of
moral rhetoric, but is the product of a discursive reproduction process that systematically
establishes religious authority in the contemporary Thai social structure, 2) it demonstrates
the moral hierarchy through the creation of binary oppositions such as religion and evil,
purity and impurity, and 3) although this discourse plays a role in sustaining the moral
system, it risks creating social divisions if not interpreted flexibly and taking into account the

dynamics of a multicultural society.

Keywords: Discourse, Enemy of Religion, Moral Society, Religious Multiculturalism
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Abstract

This academic article aims to study and analyze the phenomenon of Songkran tradition
in contemporary Thai society using two main theoretical frameworks: Buddhist philosophy to
understand the roots of the original meaning that emphasizes spiritual values and community
relationships, and post-modern philosophy to explore changes, fragmentation of meanings,
and the role of cultural politics. The results of the study indicate that Songkran today no

longer exists in a single Buddhist meaning, but has become a space of clashes between
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religious grand narratives and various local narratives driven by consumerism, media, and state
discourse. The tradition has transformed into a hyperreality where the image of fun replaces
the spiritual essence and has become a battleground for cultural power negotiations between
different groups in society. Understanding Songkran through these two frameworks helps
reveal the complexities of the existence of traditions in the postmodern world in a profound
way.

Keywords: Songkran Tradition, Thai New Year, Water Battlefield, Cultural Philosophy
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Intangible Cultural Heritage

Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage has inscribed

Songkran in Thailand, traditional Thai New Year festival

on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
upon the proposal of Thailand

Inscription on this List contributes to ensuring better visibility of intangible cultural heritage

and of its fi , and to ging dialogue that respects cultural diversity
Date of inscription Director-General of UNESCO
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