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Abstract

This academic article aims to study humanism in Confucian philosophy. From the
study, it is found that humanism in Confucian philosophy emphasizes the nature of perfect
humanity. Human beings have to have their own morality and live together peacefully with

themselves and others. The ideal human beings can be classified into two types: 1) sage:

o
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someone who is determined to do good, is perfect in morality and gentle. The important
characteristics of a sage are being someone who helps the world, is a problem solver and
relieves human suffering. 2) Superior man or gentleman: someone who trains and develops
himself with morality from within and good examples from outside. Confucian humanism
consists of 1) appreciation for education, 2 ) appreciation for work, 3 ) appreciation for
moderation, 4) appreciation for the connection between humanism, theism, and fate, and 5)
appreciation for songs and music. The body of knowledge from this study found that the
concept of humanism in Confucian philosophy is the principle of developing potential and
quality of life in 5 aspects: (1) the pursuit of knowledge, (2) the use of knowledge and ability
to create benefits, (3) the moderation in life, (4) the thinking in connecting with traditional
customs, and (5) the cultural aesthetics. These aspects are based on the framework of the 7
principles of virtues, namely Yi, Ren, Chung, Shu, Li, Qi, and Ming, in order to achieve sage

and superior man.
Keywords: Humanism, Confucius Philosophy, Chinese Philosophy
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Abstract

This article seeks to critically examine social issues reflected through news imagery in
Thai society. Drawing upon documentary sources and academic research, the study presents
its findings in the form of a scholarly article. The analysis reveals that acts of violence are

rooted in the ideology of ethnic nationalism. The groups highlighted include the David’s
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community in Phuket, transgender individuals involved in disputes over commercial sex work
territories, and members of the Burmese ethnic minority. The violent encounters among
these groups underscore fundamental aspects of human nature—namely, the pursuit of
happiness, aversion to suffering, and the desire to escape hardship in search of a better life
or a reality that aligns with one’s identity. However, these aspirations are often framed
within the constructs of ethnicity and otherness, where violence becomes a mechanism for
resolving conflict. This tendency, when left unchecked, can escalate, as frequently portrayed

in media coverage.
Keywords: Ethnocentrism, Violence, Lady Boy, Foreigner, Burma cross Border
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Abstract

This article explores the concept of guardian spirits within Thailand and its
neighboring countries. Drawing upon historical documents and scholarly research, the study
is presented in the form of an academic paper. Findings indicate that the notion of guardian
spirits is intrinsically linked to the broader concept of ghosts, which are deeply embedded in

the cultural fabric of Southeast Asian societies. This connection underscores the
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longstanding presence of ghost beliefs in the region. In Thailand, the term “Arak” is used; in
Burma, “Nat”; and in Cambodia, “Nyatha”—each referring to elevated spiritual entities
whose primary role is to protect and safeguard territorial boundaries. The manifestation of
ghosts and guardian spirits reflects a shared cultural trait among Thai, Burmese, and
Cambodian societies. These entities have historically fulfilled moral and social regulatory
functions, evolving into enduring social norms that persist today. Contemporary
understandings and beliefs surrounding spirits have further elevated their status, positioning

them as guardians within the sociocultural framework of Southeast Asia.
Keywords: Arak, Nat, Nyatha, Guardian Ghost
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Abstract

This article explores the concepts of Shiva Linga. The study identifies the Shiva Linga
as a sacred object within the Brahmanic-Hindu tradition. It categorizes the Shiva Linga into
five distinct forms: cylindrical pedestal, compound-shaped pedestal, naturally occurring
stone pillar, symbolic representation using natural elements, and hybrid form found in Hindu
cultural contexts. The worship of the Shiva Linga is a longstanding practice rooted in the
belief that it embodies the presence of Lord Shiva. Devotees perform rituals three times

daily-morning, noon, and evening-before the Shiva Linga in temples, led by Brahmin priests
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known as Shaivites. According to traditional beliefs, worshiping a Shiva Linga made of gold is
thought to bring wealth and prosperity, while offerings of cooked or uncooked rice are
believed to ensure abundance in food. These practices reflect the symbolic associations
between materials used in worship and the blessings sought by devotees. The key insight
from this study is the recognition of the Shiva Linga as a profound religious and
philosophical symbol that transcends conventional gender interpretations. It serves as a
reflection of the dynamic interplay between religion, culture, and society-an interplay that
varies across regions and communities. Ultimately, the Shiva Linga stands as a vital
testament to the cultural and spiritual exchange among India, Cambodia, and Thailand,
illustrating how sacred symbols evolve and adapt through the movement of beliefs and

civilizations.
Keywords: Brahmanism, Hinduism, Faith, Shiva Linga
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