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Abstract

This academic article aims to study and analyze the phenomenon of Songkran tradition
in contemporary Thai society using two main theoretical frameworks: Buddhist philosophy to
understand the roots of the original meaning that emphasizes spiritual values and community
relationships, and post-modern philosophy to explore changes, fragmentation of meanings,
and the role of cultural politics. The results of the study indicate that Songkran today no

longer exists in a single Buddhist meaning, but has become a space of clashes between
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religious grand narratives and various local narratives driven by consumerism, media, and state
discourse. The tradition has transformed into a hyperreality where the image of fun replaces
the spiritual essence and has become a battleground for cultural power negotiations between
different groups in society. Understanding Songkran through these two frameworks helps
reveal the complexities of the existence of traditions in the postmodern world in a profound
way.

Keywords: Songkran Tradition, Thai New Year, Water Battlefield, Cultural Philosophy

unin
Uszindlasnsiun iudsemaliiiunesneuiuwasianud Ay es1sdsdmsulszmealng
= o = 9 = Yo Y A a  a Y a ¢ <
wdwssinady q lue@enyiuesniBedls 1wy a1 Auny wan Ju Suide F389N1 (@390 19w
wazAE, 2559: 11-27) IngA1I1 89NIIUA UIINAIIFUANGH NUIEDI NITLARBUEIENIBNTARDY
g Fadunisguindanmsiedeueieveanszonfinengsiduy sududydnvamesnsisuauding

ANUARANUTDNIATIANENS

'
o w [

ANUNUALATTUNITTRUSTTULWIYIR (2533 6-7) 1mizqm’mwmmaﬂﬂ°’m AINTIUR
WU NIAY 89U Mg N15NRNeTineTugsIA Ly é’mﬁumqmmﬁﬁm%unmﬁau MIenIN

S oA a Yo 3 a a Y] s s ! 1 !
AINTIUALA DU WALITDATU 12 LAULAIENTUITIANED N datduaansiund fo21 iutududlny
N9E3EARLUNNINIIAERNT WAZUMEINTIUA WA NITunTessliuasaly e ainsiund
Ao Ulvueenuien Na1IAe aInNsIURNUIglANIEINSIUALADULALAINTIUAT LANIAINTIUA NUND
A9N51UAUNLAYY (@UUR nanguey, 2543)

dSUIINgIUINBUAY Fudugiul Ussndlaansundisingiuunanisnssuneenaun
wimua-Fuglulszmeduie lnsnmzmanialed sadunseiuaasinsdugaggruiiwaznousy
gatulund eenslsfiniy UssimdlaansmualulnewazUsemaiieuuiulausuiisuannisaindidu

H = ¥ ¥ ) g ) ! & = A ‘A
A15a1nU L eluaenmaasfuanNINeINIAN T UTA lUTIRA UlLEI8ULaz adun1sURLU e lu A
aanlu

Tudanulnelusadeeiuansuaduintullng neassiuvrimdiggniaiuifesfisne
auluationauiadelaniatidunisinuautazyinfanssusiudu Taslin1siauaindiianateaIusau

wazrdulonaluuyuanlanuvziu 9ndu Uszwalvnelasuadsuduiudluuaina fe Juil

'
a

1 un51a3 TnesulyasasnAuaiun 1 4nsiay w.A. 2484 Lﬁumum LL@Ui%LWﬂjﬁﬂﬂi’mmﬁgﬂﬁ\‘iLﬁju

A a va

wenadAgynnteuuRaunaiuL

wangunelseIaaanslulne

o,

=

TunsesameAnInsn Nt aduraielssasganesili dn1naniedia amnsue Tusvna

[ ' ¥ = o a ! = [
FURNINTEULIAITUIGIY WA, 2142 muiuﬁqu‘mﬂﬁqw,mu VIAUUBZIUIAITUSZNI W.A. 2143 (53074

Ui ﬁummqa | Bundit Pinmongkolkul



40  Journal of Academic Humanities Vol. 1 No. 4 | October — December 2024 ) 8 !

AUAINTTULIAITUMSIY) ATN1snaafsaensiuniinunalasnisinig Saminanssays Tl
Usgnalyuasanse aunsewnin waznofensig 310310l TUaSnumansIue w.e. 2374

(S¥n1adl 3) AiansziwanuInadinaisny 5191501395 (Falns nufiew) Wundngiudidey

Pnamfwihunwiansiuen Jadusavemnandansvu 7 s Tadunyudeuiuunyimnngaydy
nswlAgsvosdnunsoul s stuiuanIuawaasd
Uszindlaansmuaiodunsanmeiamsssunidfguazidunidnesaninewinefignesmile

vadlve Tugruzmaniausnisiuasssivtudlnilve ainswaladisndneglultdinuavindiin

'
o

< K o ov ¥ Y g e a
sU@ﬂﬂusLuaﬂﬂiJﬂJ']EJﬂl'Juqu aﬁqﬂlﬁﬂﬁﬁm ﬂqwsﬂaﬂﬁﬂﬂﬁqumiu‘fhﬂq‘UulﬂLLaﬂﬂIMLWUQQﬂ’J"INL‘Uaﬁ]uuﬂaﬂ

pe1eildudAy nnuiidumanasuasunutazidouniganumnoddniyyralawusaninly

<

(% 1% '

) [ L= a o < ¥ N a v & & A
Qﬁﬂﬂiquuqﬂ’i@ﬁNiQMUWﬂUW@IﬁQjﬂLUUﬂQWNﬂHﬂﬂUWUQWLV’JEN LLagﬂLusﬂmgLﬂEﬂﬂUﬂﬂa’]UL‘ﬂ‘LJ‘WL!‘V]

Y0IN1TILDUTITAIUTTIN %ﬂ%ﬁLLﬁ%ﬂQﬂJ@’]ﬂ i 'WEJ’]FJ']&IL‘U']&I’]ﬁﬁ]’]&lLLﬁSﬂ’JUﬂMﬂ’J’]ﬂJ‘VﬁJ’]EJSUEJQﬁQﬂS’]‘HW

1gnees

iy @
unesco

Intangible Cultural Heritage

Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage
The Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage has inscribed

Songkran in Thailand, traditional Thai New Year festival

on the Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity
upon the proposal of Thailand

Inscription on this List contributes to ensuring better visibility of intangible cultural heritage

and of its fi , and to ging dialogue that respects cultural diversity
Date of inscription Director-General of UNESCO
6 December 2023 N
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