NIANTUYWEIVINTT U 1 atdudl 4 | aaneu - Suneu 2567 11

uyBE3EIMS

Academic Article: Received: 2024-04-01; Revised: 2024-05-23; Accepted: 2024-06-20.

Y 1
N AN

NUNNIIAMULIDNULWAFNIN:

nsuandnanwalnawAvasinuIsingluwmagn
Belief and Gender Sphere:
Transgender Identity of Thai Buddhist Monks on Facebook

wizUdnsziiy wnsanls*, Mg e’

Phrapalad Raphin Buddhisaro!, Phichet Thangto?
ANEAIALANERNS UANINEIRBUMRIAINTUTIWINEGY

Faculty of Social Sciences, Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University

First/Corresponding Author, E-mail: raphind@yahoo.com*

x4 1

unAnes
wAusINInilsUiuundiusiungseideu Gluuarsssy) wasinaeimediay lnelanuafuas
Whwneunalnddaresnistieanmiu duneanmiduiusiunasadunasnmideuiureu
LagdAsendn fa wid Neing g INAanINNe 2 Tuuazianuisualiuen sineiu lnganignis
[ :s' & ! v ° ' < = o
gnwewnsiudemlyinuarnszanglidansisaginin annsdrsangudwuneidunse-tus Fadl
anuziluusindanieinuirlunsznvsmaun nmasviounisnvaluisanudumeaaninluwuun
pudisla ybAAemauudazasdydn Mlurazaivdeslilinnsuivnguawmaniilaegials Niues
Tufamannemuua lewsuallunsuisiasaundyaifneunniondunisuan Wlidnanvaleeng
MuansuazUsngnedeesulal asdaruianunauilnud nsuansdegndnuaiveameaaninlu
n1suansaends@ndanuluuyvd vaznertuilunaeiidadeswneuszinuadninianedy

AVBVemau wazgnALIsInLAnARAuITinias Junseentarnsuidymiing

(%

o o w A A = g A YY) '
ANEIALY: NUNNIAMULD, NUNNIUNA, DRNBUNIUNA
Abstract

The monastic gender identity is shaped by regulations—particularly the monastic code
(Vinaya and Dhamma)—as well as social norms, with ideals and spiritual goals serving as core
mechanisms for undertaking the monastic life. In contrast, gender identity associated with
sexual orientation—commonly referred to using terms such as tut, taew, kathoey, and gay—

is centered on personal preferences and desires. These two forms of gender identity differ
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significantly in both meaning and intent, especially when expressed through social media
platforms like Facebook, where they are disseminated to a wider public audience. A study
targeting Buddhist monks and novices—individuals who hold ordained status in the monastic
community—reveals a dualistic reflection of gender identity expressed in ways aligned with
personal preferences. This raises critical questions about why the Sangha permits such
individuals to be ordained in the first place. These concerns extend to the principles
prohibiting ordination, the original intent of ordination, and the monastic commitment that is
meant to accompany it—rather than the self-expressed identity now frequently displayed on
social media. The knowledge derived from this article indicates that the expression of gender
identity represents an assertion of human rights, while also serving as a shared criterion for
evaluating issues related to sexual rights and religious rights, as well as differing truths and

attitudes that should guide solutions and resolutions to such issues.
Keywords: Belief, Gender, Transgender Identity
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