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Abstract

This academic article aims to present knowledge of the ancient traditional bathing

ceremony for the promotion of monks in the Northeast. Monks are considered the center
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of the minds of Thai people, especially in the Northeast where Buddhism is deeply
believed. Monks play an important role in morality, education, arts and culture, and are
spiritual leaders of local communities. Villagers therefore respect monks who behave
well and villagers reciprocate by honoring them through various rituals. One important
ceremony is the Bathing Ceremony, which has its roots in the influence of Buddhism from
the Lan Xang Kingdom and is important both in terms of the minds and beliefs of the
villagers. It honors monks who are qualified in education, practice, and administration.
The Bathing Ceremony aims to bestow a title or position on monks who have suitable
qualifications, have excellent moral conduct, are knowledgeable in the Dhamma and
Vinaya, and have completed their studies in Pali. It is divided into 3 levels: minor, middle,
and final mantras. Bathing is a holy water pouring ceremony organized by villagers to
show their respect, believing that participants in the ceremony will receive merit and
auspiciousness. The monks who have been ordained will be promoted in rank: the first
ordination is called “Samret”, the second ordination is called “Yasa”, the third ordination
is called “Yaku”, and the fourth ordination is called “Ya Than”. They will be more
respected in the community. This is a ritual that deeply unites Buddhism and local

traditions.
Keywords: HodSng; Ecclesiastical title; Monk; Isan community
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