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Abstract

This academic article aims to propose guidelines for promoting problem-solving skills
among learners in the field of social studies through the implementation of Phenomenon-
Based Learning (PhBL) within the context of 21st-century education. Emphasis is placed on
developing learners’ abilities to understand problems and situations while keeping pace with
social, economic, political, and technological changes in a reasoned and creative manner. The
article argues that traditional social studies instruction, which primarily relies on lectures and
rote memorization, is insufficient for designing learning activities that effectively cultivate
essential contemporary skills, particularly analytical and problem-solving skills.

Accordingly, the concept of PhBL is integrated with active learning approaches that
use real-life phenomena from students’ everyday experiences as the starting point of the
learning process. This approach is intended to stimulate interest and foster essential skills
among students. It emphasizes questioning, problem analysis, generating and selecting
appropriate solutions, as well as presenting and reflecting on learning outcomes. Through this
process, learners are encouraged to integrate knowledge, analyze complex problems, and
systematically design solutions. The approach also highlights interdisciplinary integration, both
within and beyond the social studies domain, enabling students to develop a systematic
understanding of problems and recognize the multidimensional connections of social issues.

Furthermore, the article proposes practical guidelines for applying PhBL in social
studies instruction across diverse contexts. These include selecting phenomena relevant to
students’ lived experiences, designing activities that promote participation and collaboration,
utilizing case studies to analyze situations, and extending learning outcomes to community-
based activities or projects. Within this framework, teachers shift their roles from knowledge
transmitters to learning designers and facilitators, while students assume the roles of active
learners and knowledge constructors.

Therefore, Phenomenon-Based Learning serves as a promising framework for

systematically enhancing problem-solving skills. It strengthens learners’ abilities to analyze,
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make informed decisions, and creatively design solutions that are appropriate to their contexts
and social environments. Such competencies constitute a fundamental foundation for
equipping learners with essential 21st-century skills in a meaningful and sustainable manner.
Keywords : Promotion, Problem-Solving Skills, Phenomenon-Based Learning (PhBL), Social

Studies Instruction, 21st Century.
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