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Abstract

This academic article aims to present the role of the legend of King Naresuan in relation
to the people of Nong Bua Lam Phu. Data was collected from documents, social media
sources, and field observations during the ceremonial rituals in honor of King Naresuan,
employing interviews with local experts, cultural scholars, and villagers, totaling 20
participants. Structured interviews and participatory observation methods were used as tools,
and the data was analyzed and interpreted using the concepts of folk role functions,
storytelling, and invented traditions.

The study revealed that 1) The role as a spiritual anchor the people of Nong Bua
Lamphu believe that the shrine of King Naresuan the Great possesses sacred power and serves
as a protector of the local population and those who come to make vows and offerings. 2)
The role in shaping provincial identity the narrative contributes to the establishment of Nong
Bua Lamphu’s status, symbolically supporting its elevation from a district to a province. 3)
The role in fostering creative traditions the original veneration ceremony has evolved into the
annual Nong Bua Lamphu Red Cross Fair, becoming a provincial tradition. The legend of King
Naresuan has been continually reproduced and adapted through new cultural activities
aligned with changing societal contexts. 4) The role in cultivating historical consciousness,
patriotism, and unity — Through various forms of repetition and representation, the community
gains a heightened awareness of royal benevolence, pride in their national identity, and unity
as Thai citizens. 5) The role in developing educational and tourism resources — The shrine has
become a significant learning and tourist site in accordance with governmental policy. This
includes the creation of auspicious amulets and the development of associated beliefs, such
as the offering of fighting cocks in reverence. The findings of this study are of considerable
academic and social significance. They foster a profound understanding of the role of narrative
in shaping community identity and cultural values, while also serving as empirical evidence
that supports the preservation of local historical heritage. Furthermore, the research outcomes

can be applied to the formulation of policies and strategies for the development of Nong Bua
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Lamphu Province, particularly in the realms of cultural tourism, the promotion of creative
traditional activities, and the systematic design of localized educational curricula. In addition,
this study may serve as a model for future research in other regions, contributing to the
enduring preservation of cultural identity and a shared sense of national consciousness.

Keywords: Nong Bua Lamphu Province, The Narrative Role, King Naresuan the Great
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