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ABSTRACT

This article forms part of a Ph.D. dissertation in Thai Dance, Faculty of Fine and Applied Arts,
Chulalongkorn University, entitled “Role Play of the Heroine in Performance.” The study aimed to
investigate the representation and significance of heroines portrayed in dramatic works. It explored
the creation of such portrayals through an examination of historical Thai heroines who genuinely
appeared in Thai history, as recorded in the Royal Annals, local folktales, archival documents,
books, academic research, and interviews.

The findings indicate that the adaptation of heroines into dramatic works functions as a
vital medium for transmitting historical narratives to society. These heroines are often depicted as
embodying virtues that benefit the nation, reflecting political and social mobility, leadership in
warfare, and the supportive roles of mothers and wives behind success. Their stories further
illustrate themes of love, sacrifice, and devotion to the homeland.

Within the broader field of entertainment, dramatic productions often draw inspiration from
various historical and literary sources-including Thai and foreign royal chronicles, folk narratives, and
archival materials-to develop artistic forms such as novels, films, dance dramas, stage plays, and
light and sound performances. Inevitably, these adaptations involve creative modifications that
enhance the audience’s engagement while maintaining the essence of the heroine’s legacy. Overall,
dramatic works play a crucial role in connecting audiences with history and in preserving and

honoring the cultural memory of Thai heroines within contemporary society.
Keywords: Role Play, Heroine, Performance
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