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Welcome to Buddho Journal, a pioneering interdisciplinary platform where
Buddhist wisdom meets contemporary thought. Our mission is to bridge the humanities
and social sciences, offering a space for intellectual exploration, scholarly research, and
practical applications inspired by Buddhist principles.

At Buddho, we foster innovative dialogues that transcend conventional
boundaries. The journal serves as a hub for critical inquiry, creativity, and transformative
ideas—integrating Buddhist studies with philosophy, cultural analysis, psychology,
education, business, management, and beyond. We explore the social dimensions of
modern society through the lens of Buddhist teachings, igniting fresh perspectives and
fostering groundbreaking research.

Join us in this scholarly journey as we navigate the evolving intersections of
tradition and modernity, insight and innovation, contemplation and action.

Information

Journal Title: BUDDHO

Source Type: Journal

ISSN: 3057-1200 (Online)

Owner: BUDDHO Journal Project, Academic Journal Development Division in Buddhist
Studies, Wat Chindit Vihara, Bangkok.

Publisher: Noble Education Publisher

Country: Thailand

Subject Codes: Buddhist Studies; Arts and Humanities; Social Sciences
Start Year: 2022

Language: English and Thai

Website: https://so013.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/Buddho/index

Editor in Chief:

Asst. Prof. Dr. Phrakhrupalat Chotiphat Acharasupho

Tel: +66 64 694 6539

Email: chotipath.the@gmail.com

Journal Email: buddhist.inn.man@gmail.com

https://so13.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/Buddho
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Scope of the Journal:

Buddho Journal, a pioneering interdisciplinary platform where Buddhist wisdom
meets contemporary thought. Our mission is to bridge the humanities and social sciences,
offering a space for intellectual exploration, scholarly research, and practical applications
inspired by Buddhist principles.

At Buddho, we foster innovative dialogues that transcend conventional
boundaries. The journal serves as a hub for critical inquiry, creativity, and transformative
ideas—integrating Buddhist studies with philosophy, cultural analysis, psychology,
education, business, management, and beyond. We explore the social dimensions of
modern society through the lens of Buddhist teachings, igniting fresh perspectives and
fostering groundbreaking research.

Journal Aims and Objectives:

Buddho aims to provide a platform for scholars, researchers, and academicians to
publish their work, share their knowledge, and contribute to the global understanding of
various subjects. The primary objectives of the journal are:

1. Promoting Interdisciplinary Research: Buddho encourages
collaboration between different academic disciplines, fostering an environment
where researchers can explore the intersections of subjects and generate fresh
insights.

2. Bridging Cultural and Spiritual Divides: The journal seeks to facilitate
dialogue and understanding among different cultures, spiritual and religious
traditions, particularly focusing on Buddhist Studies. It aims to create a space
where diverse worldviews can be explored and discussed.

3. Disseminating Knowledge: Buddho is committed to sharing high-
quality research, providing authors with a platform to disseminate their findings
and contributing to the body of knowledge in various fields.

Submit Your Work to Buddho

At Buddho, we welcome insightful and scholarly submissions across a broad
spectrum of Buddhist studies. Whether you are a researcher, practitioner, or writer
passionate about Buddhism, we invite you to share your knowledge and perspectives with
our community. Our platform is open to diverse interpretations, schools of thought, and
comparative studies that explore the rich traditions of Buddhism.

https://so13.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/Buddho
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Key Areas of Interest and Papers acceptation:

1. Theravada Buddhism

e Rooted in the Pali Canon, the earliest Buddhist scriptures

e Southern and Western Buddhism

e Predominant in Southeast Asia and Sri Lanka

e Focuses on achieving Arhatship, the ultimate liberation from Samsara

o Emphasizes a monastic life dedicated to the cessation of future rebirths

e Buddhism in Thailand, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Lose, Cambodia, India,
Malay, Indonesia

2. Mahayana Buddhism

e Root to Akama

e Incorporates newer texts, teachings, and revelations

o Encourages all beings to attain Buddhahood

e Advocates compassion as a primary path to Nirvana

e Early Mahayana schools of thought included the Madhyamaka,
Yogacara, and Buddha-nature (Tathagatagarbha)

e Buddhism in Chinese, Korea, Japan, Vietnam, Taiwan, Mongolia

3. Other Buddhist Traditions

e Vajrayana: Known as Mantrayana, Tantric Buddhism, or Esoteric
Buddhism

e Zen (Chan): A meditative school within Mahayana Buddhism

e Pure Land: A devotional Mahayana school focusing on Amitabha Buddha

We encourage original research, essays, and reflections on these and other
Buddhist traditions. If you have a unique perspective or deep insights to share, we would
love to feature your work.

How to Submit

We accept well-researched articles, essays, and opinion pieces that contribute to
the understanding of Buddhist philosophy, history, and practice. Submissions should be
original, engaging, and accessible to both scholars and general readers.

https://so13.tci-thaijo.org/index.php/Buddho
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Submission Guidelines: Authors interested in submitting their work to Buddho
should follow the journal's specific submission guidelines, including manuscript
formatting, citation style, and peer-review process, which can be found on the journal's
website.

Types of journal articles accepted for publishing:

1. Original Research Articles: These articles present the results of original
scientific research, typically following a structured format that includes sections
such as introduction, methods, results, and discussion. They contribute new
knowledge to a particular field.

2. Academic Review Articles: Review articles provide a comprehensive
overview and analysis of existing research on a particular topic, field, or subject
area. They synthesize and discuss existing literature to provide a broad
perspective.

3. Case Studies: Case studies describe specific instances or examples in
detail to illustrate a particular phenomenon, problem, or approach. They are often
used in various fields, including phycology, business, and education.

4. Book Reviews: These articles provide critical evaluations of books
related to the subject matter of the journal. Book reviews help readers decide
whether a particular book is worth reading.

Peer Review Process: All submissions to Buddho undergo a rigorous peer-review
process with 3 specialists to ensure the quality and validity of the research. The journal's
editorial board consists of experts from various fields, ensuring a fair and comprehensive
evaluation of each submission.

Buddho is committed to advancing scholarly discourse and promoting cross-
cultural understanding and collaboration. We invite authors from diverse backgrounds to
contribute their research and insights to our journal and be a part of our mission to foster
knowledge exchange and exploration of worldviews, with a particular emphasis on
Buddhist Studies and relevant innovations.

For more information, submission guidelines, and to explore previous publications,
please visit the Buddho journal website at https://s013.tci-
thaijo.org/index.php/Buddho/index
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Publication Frequency

Scheduled to publish 4 issues per year (every 3 months).
Issue 1 January-March
Issue 2 April-June
Issue 3 July-September
Issue 4 October-December
Payment of publication fees:
Thai Article 4,000 Bath
English Article 6,000 Bath
Pay at Thai currency or Equal to the exchange rate on the day of paying USD only.
Bank Account: Krungthai - Branch Suwinthawong
Account No.: 663-3-04577-8
Name : WAT CHINDITH VIHARA

Payment will be informed after confirmation by the editor team after the process
of reviewing by 3 experts. After making the payment, kindly submit your payment receipt
or invoice to the Buddho system. As the editor of Buddho, this documentation is
necessary for record-keeping and verification purposes.
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Types of Articles to Accept for Publishing

Original Research Articles

These articles present the results of original scientific research, typically following a structured
format that includes sections such as introduction, methods, results, and discussion. They
contribute new knowledge to a particular field.

Make a new submission to the Original Research Articles section.

10.

Abstract: The abstract should be concise and encompass the research idea or
problem/objectives, research methodology, study population and sample groups, research
tools, analysis, and research findings, within a range of 200-300 words.

Introduction: This section aims to describe the background and significance of the
problem leading to the research. It should highlight research gaps to underscore the
necessity of the study.

Literature Review and Theoretical Framework: This involves reviewing relevant
literature and research, as well as establishing the theoretical framework for the study.
Objectives: Present the research objectives and hypotheses.

Research Methodology: Outline the components such as research type, study population,

sample groups, selection techniques, research tools, research procedures, data collection,
and analysis methods.

Results: Presentation of Research Findings, Align the presentation of findings with the
research objectives or hypotheses.

Discussion: Discuss the results in accordance with the objectives, citing relevant research
to support the discussed issues and content.

Conclusion: Summarize the findings, ensuring they align with the objectives and
emphasize the significance of the research.

Suggestions and Implementations: Provide suggestions or new knowledge gained from
the study, or implementations

Body of Knowledge: from the research, present recommendations for the public, and
propose ideas for future research.

References: Ensure that citations within the article and at the end follow the APA6 format
and maintain language appropriateness.
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Academic Review Articles

Review articles provide a comprehensive overview and analysis of existing research on a
particular topic, field, or subject area. They synthesize and discuss existing literature to provide a
broad perspective.

Make a new submission to the Academic Review Articles section.

Abstract: State the significance, results of the study, and knowledge gained from the
study, within a range of 200-300 words.

1.
Keywords: Essential part of producing for readers to discover your article when
conducting research 3-5 words.
) Introduction: Explain the background and significance of the issues and concepts to be
" presented.
Content: Consist of a study of relevant documents and related theories.
1) Presenting details supporting the main issues and concepts.
3.

2) Presenting secondary ideas clearly, correctly, and appropriately.

3) Complete accuracy, linkage, and organization of content.
4.  Conclusion: Comprehensive and consistent with the objectives, useful.

Suggestions and Implementations: Provide suggestions or new knowledge gained from
the study, or implementations

5.
Body of Knowledge: from the research, present recommendations for the public, and
propose ideas for future research.

6 References: Ensure that citations within the article and references of the article are

correct according to APA format.
7. Appropriateness of English language use.
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Case Studies

Case studies describe specific instances or examples in detail to illustrate a particular
phenomenon, problem, or approach. They are often used in various fields, including phycology,
religion, business, and education.

Make a new submission to the Case Studies section.

Abstract: A brief summary of the entire case study. Can be narrative (flows as a short
story) or structured (with subheadings). A structured abstract is preferred for clarity and
consistency, within a range of 200-300 words.

1.
Keywords: Essential part of producing for readers to discover your article when
conducting research 3-5 words.

) Introduction: Provides background on the case and its significance. Places the study in

historical, social, or medical context. Mentions any previous similar cases.

Case Presentation: Describes the patient’s complaint, history, and relevant information.
3. Presents examination findings, test results, and diagnostic impressions. Uses a narrative
format for clarity and avoids unnecessary details.

Result: Management and Outcome that mentions outlines the treatment plan and actual
4.  care provided. Includes duration and frequency of care. Reports the patient’s response and
outcome, using objective measures if possible.

Discussion: Analyzes key aspects of the case, including challenges and lessons learned.

Explores possible explanations without needing full scientific justification.
6.  Conclusion: Comprehensive and consistent with the objectives, useful.

Suggestions and Implementations: Provide suggestions or new knowledge gained from
the study, or implementations

7.
Body of Knowledge: from the research, present recommendations for the public, and
propose ideas for future research.

3 References: Ensure that citations within the article and references of the article are

correct according to APA format.
9. Appropriateness of English language use.
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Book Reviews

These articles provide critical evaluations of books related to the subject matter of the journal.
Book reviews help readers decide whether a particular book is worth reading.

Abstract: A brief summary of the entire case study. Can be narrative (flows as a short
story) or structured (with subheadings). A structured abstract is preferred for clarity and
consistency, within a range of 200-300 words.

1.
Keywords: Essential part of producing for readers to discover your article when
conducting research 3-5 words.

) Introduction: Provides background on the case and its significance. Places the study in

" historical, social, or medical context. Mentions any previous similar Books.

Book Reviews: Offer a critical evaluation of a book related to the journal’s focus.

3. Summarize: key points, strengths, and weaknesses.
Discuss: its relevance and usefulness for readers.

4. Conclusion: Comprehensive and consistent with the objectives, useful.
Suggestions and Implementations: Provide suggestions or new knowledge gained from
the study, or implementations

5.
Body of Knowledge: from the research, present recommendations for the public, and
propose ideas for future research.

6 References: Ensure that citations within the article and references of the article are

correct according to APA format.
7. Appropriateness of English language use.
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An Analytical Study of Appropriateness in the Present Era and
Buddhist Teachings that Appear in the Teaching Literature on
“King Ruang's Maxims”

Phramaha Werawit Rajcote*
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Abstract

King Ruang's Maxims is a teaching that has existed since the past. It is still debated in what
period it occurred. and who is the author Here, it is separated into 4 issues: 1) It is written by King
Ramkhamhaeng the Great 2) Somdet Phra Maha Thammaraja Lithai 3) Somdet Phra Maha
Samanachao Krom Phra Paramanuchitchinoras 4) Is an original Thai proverb that was later
compiled. This is because the author has a relationship with trustworthiness and is currently very
controversial. In addition, the current social context, values, and regimes are different from those
in the past. Some teachings may have an impact and are not accepted today. Therefore, one thing
that should be included to increase the credibility and acceptability of the content of the
teachings is the Buddhist teachings that are consistent with the content of the teachings and
appear in King Ruang's Maxims. In this article, therefore, the Mongkol Sutta and the Sikhalovada
Sutta have been quoted. as a basis and study and analyze the appropriateness of the content for
the present era.

Keywords: King Ruang's Maxims, Buddhist Teachings, Present Era
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Abstract

Buddhism in Sumatra has played a significant role in shaping the island’s cultural, religious,
and historical landscape. This study explores the historical development, influence, and
contemporary presence of Buddhism in Sumatra, focusing on key periods from the Srivijaya
Empire to the present day. The research aims to analyze the factors that contributed to the
spread and decline of Buddhism in the region, including political, economic, and social influences.
A qualitative research methodology was employed, utilizing historical analysis, textual studies,
and fieldwork. The study population consisted of Buddhist communities, religious leaders, and
historians specializing in Sumatran Buddhism. The sample group included monks, scholars, and
practitioners from various Buddhist temples and institutions across Sumatra. Research tools
included in-depth interviews, document analysis, and participant observation.

Data were analyzed using thematic content analysis to identify patterns and key themes
regarding the transformation of Buddhist traditions in Sumatra. The findings indicate that while
Buddhism thrived during the Srivijaya period as a major center of Mahayana and Vajrayana
Buddhism, its decline was influenced by the rise of Islam and shifts in political power. However,
contemporary Buddhist communities continue to preserve their heritage through monastic
education, cultural festivals, and interfaith dialogue. The study contributes to a deeper
understanding of Sumatra’s religious diversity and provides insights into the resilience and
adaptation of Buddhist traditions in a predominantly Muslim region.

Keyword: Buddhism, Sumatra
Introduction

Buddhism has played a significant role in shaping the cultural, religious, and historical
landscape of Sumatra. The island was once home to the powerful Srivijaya Empire (7th—13th
century), a dominant maritime and trade center that facilitated the spread of Mahayana and
Vajrayana Buddhism throughout Southeast Asia (Hall, 1985). Srivijaya’s influence extended
beyond its borders, serving as a critical hub for Buddhist scholarship and fostering religious
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exchange, particularly with India and China (Mabbett, 1991). Despite its historical prominence,
Buddhism in Sumatra has undergone periods of decline and resurgence, influenced by political
transitions, the spread of Islam, and socio-economic changes (Cederroth, 1997). In contemporary
times, Buddhist communities in Sumatra continue to preserve their religious traditions,
contributing to the island’s diverse spiritual landscape.

While existing studies have extensively explored Buddhism in Sumatra from historical and
archaeological perspectives, a significant gap remains in research concerning its modern-day
presence and adaptation in a predominantly Muslim society (Ramstedt, 2018). . Previous
research has primarily focused on Srivijaya’s role in the expansion of Buddhism, but fewer studies
address the contemporary challenges faced by Buddhist communities in maintaining their
religious and cultural identity (Soerjanto, 2015). Additionally, there is limited scholarly attention
on the evolution of Buddhism in Sumatra post-Srivijaya, particularly in relation to local traditions,
government policies, and interfaith interactions.

To fill these gaps, this study aims to explore the historical development, influence, and
present condition of Buddhism in Sumatra. Specifically, it seeks to analyze the factors
contributing to both the spread and decline of Buddhism, considering political, economic, and
social influences. Using a qualitative research methodology, the study employs historical analysis,
textual studies, and fieldwork. The research focuses on Buddhist communities, religious leaders,
and historians specializing in Sumatran Buddhism, with participants including monks, scholars,
and practitioners from various temples and institutions across the island. Research tools such as
in-depth interviews, document analysis, and participant observation are employed to provide a
comprehensive understanding of Buddhism’s historical trajectory and its contemporary
significance in Sumatra.

By examining the historical transformations and the current state of Buddhism in Sumatra,
this study aims to contribute to a broader understanding of the region’s religious diversity and
the resilience of Buddhist traditions in a changing socio-political environment. The findings will
provide valuable insights into the strategies employed by Buddhist communities to preserve their
heritage and promote interfaith dialogue in a multicultural society.

Srivijaya

Srivijaya, a powerful maritime empire that flourished between the 7th and 13th centuries,
had a profound influence on the spread and development of Buddhism in Southeast Asia. As a
major trading hub, Srivijaya facilitated cultural exchanges and played a pivotal role in the
dissemination of Mahayana and Vajrayana Buddhist traditions across the region (Brown, 2025).
Located on the island of Sumatra in present-day Indonesia, Srivijaya's strategic position along
important sea trade routes allowed it to connect with key Buddhist centers in India, China, and
other parts of Southeast Asia, contributing to the growth of Buddhist scholarship and religious
practices (Hall, 1985; Mabbett, 1991). The empire's support for Buddhism was instrumental in
establishing it as a dominant religious and philosophical tradition in the region. Srivijaya became
a major center for Buddhist learning and pilgrimage, attracting scholars, monks, and pilgrims
from across Asia. The city of Palembang, the capital of Srivijaya, became a well-known destination
for Buddhist studies, particularly during the reign of King Samaratunga, who was a strong patron
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of the faith. Buddhist scholars and monks from Srivijaya played a key role in the translation and
dissemination of Buddhist texts, further solidifying the empire's influence in the global Buddhist
community (Cederroth, 1997).

Srivijaya's prominence as a Buddhist center was not limited to religious scholarship; it also
facilitated the establishment of Buddhist monastic institutions that became hubs for religious
and philosophical discourse. These institutions were crucial for preserving and spreading
Buddhist teachings, and they established strong connections with other major Buddhist centers,
such as the Nalanda University in India. Additionally, Srivijaya's maritime trade routes helped
introduce Buddhist art, architecture, and rituals throughout Southeast Asia, influencing the
development of regional styles and practices (Mabbett, 1991).

However, Srivijaya's influence did not last indefinitely. The decline of the empire in the 13th
century, largely due to the rise of new political powers and the spread of Islam, led to a gradual
erosion of its Buddhist influence. Despite this, the legacy of Srivijaya's support for Buddhism
remained embedded in the cultural and religious landscape of Southeast Asia, influencing
subsequent Buddhist communities and practices in Sumatra and beyond (Cederroth, 1997).
Srivijaya’s prominence as a Buddhist center extended far beyond the realm of religious
scholarship, playing a crucial role in the establishment of Buddhist monastic institutions that
became significant hubs for religious and philosophical discourse in Southeast Asia. These
institutions, often founded with royal patronage, were instrumental in the preservation and
propagation of Buddhist teachings throughout the region. Srivijaya's monasteries attracted
scholars, monks, and pilgrims from various parts of Asia, and their activities helped cultivate a
thriving intellectual environment that was key to the development of Southeast Asian Buddhism
(Cederroth, 1997).

The monastic institutions in Srivijaya were not only centers for religious practice but also
key players in the dissemination of Buddhist knowledge. They were engaged in the translation of
Buddhist texts, teaching of doctrinal principles, and the training of monks, all of which
contributed to the continued flourishing of Buddhism in the region. These efforts also facilitated
the establishment of strong intellectual and spiritual ties with other major Buddhist centers,
particularly Nalanda University in India, which was one of the most important centers for
Buddhist learning. Srivijaya's monks frequently traveled to India to study and exchange ideas,
while also inviting Indian scholars to teach at Srivijaya’s monasteries. This interaction helped
solidify Srivijaya’s role as a key node in the larger network of Buddhist intellectual and religious
exchange across Asia (Mabbett, 1991). Furthermore, Srivijaya’s maritime trade routes played a
vital role in spreading Buddhist art, architecture, and rituals throughout Southeast Asia. The
empire’s control of crucial maritime routes allowed for the free movement of not only goods but
also cultural and religious practices. Buddhist iconography, temple architecture, and ritual
practices were introduced into neighboring regions, influencing the development of regional
Buddhist traditions. The intricate carvings and stupas of Srivijaya’s monasteries, for instance,
served as a model for Buddhist architecture in other parts of Southeast Asia, particularly in the
kingdoms of Java and Cambodia (Mohapatra, & Gupta, 2021).. These exchanges fostered the
regional integration of Buddhist practices and aesthetics, enriching the diverse cultural
landscapes of Southeast Asia (Hall, 1985; Mabbett, 1991).
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Through its monastic institutions, intellectual exchanges, and strategic position along key
trade routes, Srivijaya helped shape the religious, philosophical, and cultural development of
Southeast Asia. Its legacy as a Buddhist center continued to influence the region long after its
political decline, as the monastic traditions and art forms it nurtured became embedded in the
cultural fabric of Southeast Asia (Cederroth, 1997).

The Cultural, Religious, and Social of The Srivijaya Empire

Buddhism in Sumatra has a rich and complex history that has deeply influenced the
cultural, religious, and social fabric of the region. The island of Sumatra, located in present-day
Indonesia, became a significant center for Buddhist practices, particularly during the height of
the Srivijaya Empire (7th—13th century). The empire’s maritime trade routes and its strategic
geographical position played a crucial role in facilitating the spread of Buddhism across Southeast
Asia, including the island of Sumatra (Mabbett, 1991).

The Srivijaya Empire was instrumental in establishing Sumatra as a key hub for Buddhist
scholarship and religious exchange. The empire’s royal patronage of Buddhism led to the
establishment of numerous monastic institutions, which became centers of intellectual and
spiritual activity. These institutions attracted scholars, monks, and pilgrims from India, China, and
other Southeast Asian regions, further strengthening the island’s connection to the broader
Buddhist world (Cederroth, 1997). Srivijaya’s influence in Buddhism was not only seen in religious
practices but also in the development of art, architecture, and cultural traditions that
incorporated Buddhist elements. The artistic legacy of Srivijaya, including the intricate carvings
and statues found in temples and monuments, served as a testament to the empire's role in
shaping Buddhist visual culture across Southeast Asia (Hall, 1985).

Despite the decline of Srivijaya in the 13th century, Buddhism continued to persist in
Sumatra. The arrival and spread of Islam in the region marked a period of significant
transformation for Buddhist communities, as Islamic influence gradually became more dominant.
However, pockets of Buddhist communities have remained in Sumatra, particularly in areas like
the coastal regions and the highlands, where Buddhism continues to be practiced by both local
and immigrant populations (Cederroth, 1997).

In modern times, Buddhism in Sumatra faces new challenges, including the preservation of
religious traditions in a predominantly Muslim society. While the number of Buddhists in Sumatra
is relatively small, these communities continue to play a vital role in the island's diverse spiritual
landscape. Buddhist temples and institutions in Sumatra have become sites of cultural
preservation and interfaith dialogue, promoting understanding and cooperation between
different religious groups in the region (Soerjanto, 2015).

Buddhism’s historical and ongoing presence in Sumatra highlights the island’s rich cultural
and religious heritage, reflecting both the endurance and adaptation of Buddhist traditionsin the
face of political, social, and religious changes over the centuries. The 13th century marked a
period of profound transformation for the Srivijaya Empire and its Buddhist communities in
Sumatra (Weerasinghe, et al, 2015). The decline of Srivijaya in this period was largely due to a
combination of internal political instability, external invasions, and shifts in regional trade
patterns, particularly the rise of the Majapahit Empire in Java and the increasing dominance of
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Islam in Southeast Asia (Mabbett, 1991). Despite the empire's eventual fall, the impact of
Srivijaya on Buddhism in Sumatra and Southeast Asia remained significant. However, the arrival
and spread of Islam during this time reshaped the religious and cultural landscape of the region,
forcing Buddhism to adapt to the growing Islamic influence.

Srivijaya had been a powerful Buddhist kingdom, with a robust network of trade,
scholarship, and monastic institutions that helped spread Mahayana and Vajrayana Buddhism
throughout Southeast Asia (Hall, 1985). By the 13th century, however, Srivijaya’s political
influence began to wane, primarily due to the encroaching power of the Majapahit Empire and
the growing dominance of Islamic sultanates in the region (Andaya, 2008). The expansion of
Islam, particularly in coastal regions where trade and cultural exchanges were central,
increasingly marginalized Buddhism as the dominant religious tradition.

The spread of Islam significantly altered the socio-religious fabric of Sumatra. As Muslim
traders, scholars, and rulers expanded their influence, Islam gradually became the dominant
religion on the island, particularly in the coastal areas where it gained political and social traction
(Cederroth, 1997). The spread of Islam was facilitated by both peaceful means, such as trade and
intermarriage, and through political conquest. This marked a major shift from the religious
diversity that had characterized Sumatra under Srivijaya's Buddhist influence.

Despite the political and religious changes that occurred, pockets of Buddhist communities
continued to survive in Sumatra, particularly in the highlands and in the more remote areas,
where Buddhism persisted among both local populations and immigrant communities
(Cederroth, 1997). These communities, though smaller in number, played an essential role in
maintaining Buddhist traditions and practices. The ability of these communities to survive and
adapt to Islamic dominance highlights the resilience of Buddhist heritage in Sumatra, even in the
face of significant cultural and political pressures. The persistence of Buddhism in Sumatra can
be attributed to several factors. First, the deeply rooted historical presence of Buddhism in the
region allowed for its continued practice, despite shifts in political power (Mabbett, 1991).
Buddhist communities in the highlands, less affected by the political and religious shifts in the
coastal regions, could maintain their religious practices, rituals, and educational institutions.
Second, the role of Buddhist institutions in Sumatra, which had been integral to religious and
philosophical discourse during Srivijaya’s peak, remained influential. These institutions helped
preserve Buddhist teachings and provided a sense of continuity in the face of external pressures
(Soerjanto, 2015).

Furthermore, the adaptation of Buddhist practices in response to the growing Islamic
influence also played a crucial role in the survival of Buddhism in Sumatra. Buddhist communities
in the region began to incorporate local traditions and Islamic influences, particularly in art,
architecture, and rituals. This adaptive approach allowed Buddhism to maintain its relevance in
a predominantly Muslim society, fostering interfaith dialogue and cultural exchange (Soerjanto,
2015).

In conclusion, while Srivijaya's decline in the 13th century marked the end of an era for
Buddhism in Sumatra, the resilience of Buddhist communities, particularly in remote and
highland areas, allowed Buddhism to persist. Despite the growing dominance of Islam, these
communities continued to preserve their religious traditions and cultural heritage, adapting to
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the socio-political realities of the region. The legacy of Srivijaya's Buddhist influence can still be
seen today in the persistence of these communities and in the ongoing interfaith exchanges that
continue to shape Sumatra's religious landscape.

The Arts, Architecture, and Traditions of Buddhism in Sumatra

The arts, architecture, and traditions of Buddhism in Sumatra have left an indelible mark
ontheisland’s cultural landscape. Rooted in the legacy of the Srivijaya Empire (7th—13th century),
Buddhism flourished in Sumatra, giving rise to unique artistic expressions and architectural styles
that combined Buddhist ideals with local Sumatran traditions. The development of Buddhist art
and architecture in Sumatra was closely tied to the empire’s role as a center for religious
scholarship, trade, and cultural exchange across Southeast Asia. Buddhist traditions in Sumatra,
particularly those associated with the Mahayana and Vajrayana schools, continue to influence
the island's art and cultural heritage, even as Islam became the dominant religion after the 13th
century (Cederroth, 1997).

1. Buddhist Architecture in Sumatra Buddhist architecture in Sumatra during the Srivijaya
period was notable for its distinct styles, which combined local Southeast Asian building
techniques with influences from India and Central Asia. The Srivijaya Empire's influence extended
far beyond Sumatra, with its architectural achievements visible in the region’s temples, stupas,
and monastic complexes. One of the most significant examples of Srivijaya’s Buddhist
architecture is the Muara Jambi temple complex in present-day Jambi Province, which is
considered one of the largest and most important archaeological sites in Sumatra (Hall, 1985).
This complex features a range of stone structures, including stupas and Buddha statues, that
reflect the blend of Indian architectural traditions with local Southeast Asian styles (Nayak, 2018).

In addition to the Muara Jambi site, Srivijaya’s architectural legacy can be seen in the
numerous smaller Buddhist shrines and stupas scattered across Sumatra. These structures often
feature intricate carvings and sculptures, which were designed to aid in meditation and spiritual
practice. The architectural layout of these temples was typically designed to create a sense of
spiritual progression, with pathways leading from the mundane to the sacred, reflecting the
Buddhist view of life and enlightenment (Mabbett, 1991).

2. Buddhist Art in Sumatra Buddhist art in Sumatra was deeply influenced by the Mahayana
and Vajrayana schools of Buddhism, with an emphasis on symbolic representations of Buddhist
cosmology, deities, and the Buddha himself. The artistic traditions of Srivijaya are characterized
by stone reliefs, sculptures, and murals that were created to educate the faithful and convey
Buddhist teachings. Iconography such as the bodhisattvas, the Wheel of Dharma, and the
Buddha’s footprint are prominent in Sumatran Buddhist art, demonstrating the intertwining of
local artistic traditions with imported religious motifs (Andaya, 2008).

The sculptures and carvings found at the Muara Jambi complex, for instance, depict various
scenes from the Jataka tales stories about the Buddha’s past lives—offering a glimpse into the
moral and ethical lessons central to Buddhist teachings (Cederroth, 1997). Furthermore, the use
of local materials like stone, brick, and wood in the creation of these works suggests that
Sumatra’s Buddhist artisans successfully adapted their religious artistic practices to suit the
resources available in the region.
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3. Buddhist Traditions and Rituals Buddhism in Sumatra was not just a religious system but
a vibrant cultural tradition that influenced local practices and customs. Buddhist monastic
communities played a crucial role in the transmission of religious knowledge and in the
development of Sumatran Buddhist rituals. The Srivijaya Empire established a strong network of
monasteries that became centers for meditation, study, and the dissemination of Buddhist
philosophy (Hall, 1985). Rituals, such as the puja (offerings), chanting of mantras, and meditation,
were integral to the daily lives of Buddhist practitioners in Sumatra.

Buddhism also influenced local Sumatran traditions, especially in the areas of sculpture,
painting, and ritual performances. The spiritual practices of the region were infused with
Buddhist ideas of compassion, karma, and enlightenment, which became reflected in traditional
Sumatran arts and folk beliefs. Buddhist themes were integrated into local storytelling traditions,
as seen in the influence of Buddhist teachings on the performance of traditional wayang (shadow
puppetry) and other forms of theatrical storytelling (Mabbett, 1991).

Buddhism's influence on the arts, architecture, and traditions of Sumatra during the
Srivijaya period played a critical role in shaping the island’s cultural identity. Buddhist monastic
institutions fostered the creation of temples and art that reflected the region’s spiritual
aspirations. These structures and artistic expressions not only served religious purposes but also
acted as symbols of cultural exchange between Sumatra and the broader Buddhist world. Even
with the spread of Islam in the later centuries, the legacy of Buddhism in Sumatra remains evident
in the art and cultural practices of the island, continuing to inspire interfaith dialogue and cultural
preservation.

Conclusion

The Srivijaya Empire played a fundamental role in shaping the religious, cultural, and
intellectual landscape of Buddhism in Southeast Asia. As a dominant maritime power from the
7th to the 13th century, Srivijaya served as a major hub for the transmission of Buddhist
teachings, art, and traditions. The empire’s strategic location along vital trade routes facilitated
interactions with Buddhist centers in India, China, and other parts of Southeast Asia, leading to
the growth of Mahayana and Vajrayana Buddhism in the region. Srivijaya's rulers and monastic
institutions actively promoted Buddhist scholarship, translating texts, training monks, and
fostering intellectual exchanges with renowned institutions such as Nalanda University. Beyond
religious scholarship, Srivijaya's influence extended into the artistic and architectural traditions
of Sumatra. The empire's Buddhist heritage is reflected in temple structures, intricate carvings,
and artistic motifs that merged Indian, Chinese, and indigenous Sumatran styles. These artistic
expressions not only enriched the cultural identity of Sumatra but also influenced neighboring
regions such as Java and Cambodia, leaving a lasting imprint on Southeast Asian Buddhist art.
Despite the eventual decline of Srivijaya in the 13th century and the spread of Islam in Sumatra,
Buddhist traditions persisted in certain communities, adapting to new cultural and religious
realities while maintaining elements of their artistic and ritual heritage. The enduring legacy of
Srivijaya's Buddhist influence is evident in the continued presence of Buddhist art, practices, and
interfaith exchanges in contemporary Sumatra. The historical contributions of Srivijaya
underscore the dynamic role of Buddhism in shaping the cultural and religious evolution of the
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region. Understanding this legacy not only highlights the historical significance of Srivijaya but
also provides valuable insights into the broader patterns of religious and cultural exchange in
Southeast Asia.

Recommendations
Body of Knowledge
Preservation of Historical Sites and Artifacts

1. The rich archaeological heritage of Buddhism in Sumatra, including sites such as the
Muara Jambi temple complex, needs sustained preservation efforts.

2. Collaborative projects involving local authorities, international organizations, and
academic institutions should be initiated to conserve these invaluable historical sites.

3. Digital documentation and virtual tours can help promote global awareness and interest
in Sumatran Buddhist heritage.

Encouragement of Interfaith Dialogue

1. Buddhist communities in Sumatra have demonstrated resilience and adaptability in a
predominantly Muslim society. Promoting interfaith dialogue and cultural exchanges can foster
mutual understanding and harmony.

2. Eventssuch as cultural festivals, workshops, and interfaith seminars should be organized
to create platforms for dialogue between different religious groups.

Educational and Scholarly Engagement

1. Academic institutions should include Sumatran Buddhist history and culture as part of
their curriculum to promote awareness and understanding of the island’s religious diversity.

2. Scholarships and research grants should be offered to encourage studies on Buddhism’s
historical and contemporary role in Sumatra.

3. Partnerships with international universities can facilitate research collaborations and
exchange programs focusing on religious and cultural studies.

Support for Monastic Education and Community Initiatives

1. Monastic education continues to play a critical role in preserving Buddhist teachings and
cultural traditions. Supporting these educational initiatives through funding and resource
provision is essential.

2. Community programs that integrate Buddhist teachings with practical life skills can help
sustain religious traditions while contributing to community development.
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Promotion of Cultural Heritage Tourism

1. The government and tourism authorities should promote Buddhist heritage tourism in
Sumatra, highlighting key historical and cultural sites.

2. Creating well-structured tourist routes and informative materials can attract both
domestic and international visitors.

3. Training local guides with expertise in the history and significance of Buddhist sites will
enhance the tourism experience.

Documentation and Dissemination of Oral Histories

1. The oral histories of monks, scholars, and practitioners are valuable resources for
understanding the evolution and adaptation of Buddhism in Sumatra.

2. Efforts should be made to document these narratives through audio, video, and written
formats to preserve them for future generations.

Adaptation to Contemporary Challenges

1. In the face of globalization and socio-economic changes, Buddhist communities in
Sumatra must continue to adapt their practices while staying true to core teachings.

2. Innovative approaches, such as online platforms for religious education and virtual
community gatherings, can help sustain engagement with younger generations.

Promotion of Artistic and Cultural Expressions

1. Buddhist art, architecture, and traditions have significantly contributed to Sumatra’s
cultural landscape. Initiatives to revive and promote these artistic expressions should be
prioritized.

2. Workshops and exhibitions showcasing traditional Buddhist art forms can help preserve
these cultural practices and inspire new generations of artists.

The study of Buddhism in Sumatra underscores the importance of understanding the
dynamicinterplay between religion, culture, and history. By preserving its rich heritage, fostering
interfaith harmony, and supporting community initiatives, Sumatra can continue to celebrate its
religious diversity and contribute valuable insights to global discourses on cultural resilience and
adaptation.
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Abstract

This article analyzes the global climate crisis through the perspectives of philosophy and
science, highlighting the interconnections among climate change, environmental crises, and
social inequality while proposing sustainable solutions. Climate change, driven by greenhouse
gas emissions, has significant impacts on ecosystems and global societies. Concurrently,
environmental crises reflect the overexploitation of natural resources, resulting in damage to
nature and human health. Social inequality exacerbates these issues, with unequal distribution
of opportunities and resources. The article emphasizes the critical role of philosophy in
establishing ethical frameworks, such as intergenerational justice and responsibility toward the
future, alongside the application of scientific advancements, including clean energy and genetic
modification technologies, to address these challenges. Integrating knowledge from both
disciplines is key to building a sustainable society and effectively tackling the global climate crisis.

Keywords: Global Climate Crisis, Climate Change, Environmental Crisis, Ethics, Clean Energy,
Sustainable Development

Introduction

Global crises refer to problems or situations that occur at the global level, severely affecting
the environment, society, economy, and human livelihoods worldwide. These issues are often
complex, interconnected, and require cooperation from multiple parties to address. The trends
of global crises reflect the imbalance between human needs and the limits of natural resources.
Notable examples of global crises include climate change, environmental crises, and social
inequality (IPCC, 2021; United Nations, 2022). Data from the IPCC (2021) emphasize scientific
evidence showing the impacts of climate change on ecosystems worldwide, while the United
Nations (2022) presents sustainable development goals to mitigate these issues at the
international level.
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Climate Change Climate change is a problem caused by human activities, such as burning
fossil fuels, deforestation, and unsustainable agricultural practices. These activities lead to an
increase in greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, resulting in higher global temperatures. This
phenomenon has widespread impacts, such as droughts, floods, melting polar ice, and the loss
of biodiversity (NASA, 2022). Checking data published on NASA's website ensures accessibility
and appropriateness of the information. Furthermore, climate change also affects the global
economy and food security in many regions (World Bank, 2023).

Environmental Crisis Environmental problems arise from the irrational use of natural
resources and the continuous release of pollutants. Air, water, and soil pollution not only destroy
ecosystems but also directly impact human health (WHO, 2021). According to the WHO (2021)
report, air pollution is a factor that causes respiratory diseases and heart diseases. This
information is consistent with studies highlighting the importance of reducing pollution for better
health outcomes. The loss of forest resources, farmland, and the decline of wildlife and
biodiversity reflect the failure to maintain a balance between development and nature
conservation (UNEP, 2022). The environmental crisis is an example of a global issue that cannot
be solved by unilateral actions but requires international cooperation and the integration of
knowledge from various disciplines.

Social Inequality Social inequality is another escalating global crisis. This issue is reflected
in the unequal access to resources and opportunities, such as education, healthcare, and income.
Poverty in many countries exacerbates social conflicts and human rights violations (Oxfam, 2023).
Economic systems that prioritize profit without considering the impact on lower classes create a
gap between the wealthy and the disadvantaged (Stiglitz, 2019). This crisis not only undermines
social justice but also destabilizes countries and regions worldwide.

Global crises share key characteristics, including cross-border impacts and interconnections
across multiple dimensions, such as climate change affecting the economy, food security, and
social inequality (IPCC, 2021). These problems require structural solutions, necessitating
cooperation between countries and the integration of knowledge from various fields.
Furthermore, global crises challenge humanity to reconsider lifestyles and development ideas
that form the foundation of development in order to create a balance between humans and
nature and build a sustainable future (United Nations, 2022).

Ethics and Decision-Making Regarding Natural Resources

Decision-making regarding the use of natural resources today is complex and must carefully
consider ethical principles, as the actions taken may affect the environment, society, and
economy in the long term. An important ethical principle in this context is Environmental Ethics,
which focuses on considering the rights of other living beings and nature to be protected and the
sustainable use of natural resources. Decisions involving natural resources often require
consideration of the principle of Intergenerational Justice, which takes into account the impacts
that current actions may have on the future and the need to take sustainable actions to ensure
future generations are not deprived of essential resources for their survival (Rawls, 1999). In the
case of climate change or the depletion of natural resources, consideration of justice can
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encourage the development of environmentally friendly technologies or policies aimed at
reducing emissions and conserving resources (UNDP, 2022).

In practice, decisions regarding the use of natural resources must also consider the
principle of Sustainable Development, which is a way to meet present needs without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs (United Nations, 2020).
Applying this principle in decision-making will ensure that the use of natural resources does not
harm ecosystems or society in the long term and that new value is created without causing
environmental damage. Such decisions also involve maintaining a balance between economic
and social benefits, such as ensuring equal and just access to natural resources, avoiding
inequality or exclusion (Stiglitz, 2019). For example, managing water resources in arid areas may
require sustainable management practices that not only address economic problems but also
mitigate long-term resource scarcity impacts.

Decision-making regarding natural resources should not only consider the economic
impacts or short-term resource use but also the ethics related to future responsibility,
intergenerational justice, and sustainable development. Using these principles in decision-
making will ensure that natural resources are used responsibly and can create sustainability in
both environmental and social aspects.

Science and the Monitoring and Resolution of Problems

Science plays a vital role in exploring facts across various fields, especially in studying and
measuring carbon dioxide (CO,) levels in the atmosphere, which is one of the key factors
contributing to global climate change. Measuring and studying the amount of carbon dioxide in
the atmosphere not only helps us understand current changes but also allows accurate
predictions of future impacts. Science uses various tools and advanced technologies to measure
CO; levels in the atmosphere, such as infrared gas analyzers or remote sensing technologies,
which can accurately and continuously monitor CO, levels in the air. Data from these
measurements are collected and used to study trends in greenhouse gas emissions caused by
human activities, such as burning fossil fuels, deforestation, and agricultural emissions, all of
which significantly contribute to the increase in CO, levels in the atmosphere (Keeling et al.,
1976).

One of the renowned stations for measuring CO, is the Mauna Loa station in Hawaii, which
has been collecting data since 1958. This data is critical evidence showing the continuous increase
in CO; levels in the atmosphere over nearly 70 years (Keeling et al., 1976). This data helps
scientists’ study and understand the impacts of increased CO,, such as global temperature
changes, natural disasters like droughts, floods, and melting polar ice. Measuring CO, is not just
about collecting data but also helps in developing mathematical models or climate models to
predict future impacts and aid policy decisions. For example, it has led to the development of
technologies to reduce emissions from industry and energy conservation policies, which can help
reduce greenhouse gases and mitigate climate change impacts (IPCC, 2021).

At the international level, data from CO, measurements also raise awareness and
encourage collective action at the national and global levels to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and promote sustainable development. Using scientific data in decision-making is therefore
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crucial for protecting the environment and creating a sustainable future for future generations.
Science is an essential tool in investigating facts about CO, changes in the atmosphere. Measuring
CO;, helps us understand the impacts of human activities and climate change clearly. This
scientific data not only aids in research and development of new technologies but also supports
policymaking and motivates joint actions toward sustainable development. The global crises
today stem from multiple issues, including climate change, environmental degradation, and
imbalances in the economic system, all of which impact both humans and nature. Technological
development is a powerful tool in addressing these problems. Clean energy and genetic
modification are significant examples of technologies that can help promote sustainability for the
future world.

Clean Energy: Responding to the Climate Change Crisis

Clean energy refers to energy sources that do not cause pollution or harm the environment,
such as solar energy, wind energy, and biomass energy. These technologies are being rapidly
developed due to the necessity of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, which are the main cause
of climate change resulting from human activities. The use of clean energy has many benefits.
For example, solar energy, which has been developed over the years, is more efficient in energy
production, and solar panels are now cheaper and can be installed in a variety of locations,
making clean energy more accessible in both urban and rural areas (Solar Energy Industries
Association, 2021). The development of energy storage systems, such as clean energy batteries
or solar power storage systems, ensures the continuous use of clean energy even when the sun
isn't shining or the wind isn't blowing (Tesla, 2022).

Shifting from fossil fuels to clean energy is one of the main strategies to mitigate the
impacts of climate change. In 2020, the United Nations called for global cooperation to achieve
greenhouse gas reduction targets under the Paris Agreement framework (United Nations, 2020).
Clean energy not only helps reduce CO, emissions but also reduces air pollution and helps
preserve the environment in the long term.

Genetic Modification: Agricultural Development to Address the Environmental Crisis

Genetic modification (GM) is a technology that allows humans to improve the genetics of
plants and animals to adapt to rapidly changing environmental conditions. GM plays a crucial role
in adapting agriculture and increasing agricultural productivity, especially in areas where climate
change negatively affects crop yields. Developing crop varieties that are resistant to variable
weather conditions such as heat or drought can help increase yields in regions with unsuitable
climates. The CRISPR technology has been used to edit genes to create crops that can better resist
natural disasters or diseases (Haug, 2020). Furthermore, genetic modification also reduces the
use of chemicals in agriculture, such as developing pest-resistant crops, which allows farmers to
use fewer chemical pesticides (Gurian-Sherman, 2009).

A clear example of this is the development of rice varieties that are resistant to diseases or
salinity, such as the "salt-tolerant rice" variety, which is resistant to saline soil conditions found
in areas with high salinity (Sato et al., 2017). Additionally, there has been the development of
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plant varieties that can absorb more carbon from the atmosphere, helping to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions that contribute to climate change (Haug, 2020). Clean energy technologies and
genetic modifications are considered essential tools in addressing global crises caused by climate
change and environmental degradation. The development and application of these technologies
not only help reduce the impacts of pollution and greenhouse gas emissions but also contribute
to future food and energy security. International cooperation and the development of
sustainable technologies will be key to creating a sustainable and nature-friendly future.

The Intersection of Philosophy and Science

1. Integrating Knowledge: Creating an Ethical Framework for Science Integrating
knowledge in terms of creating an ethical framework for science is an essential process in
developing science in a socially and environmentally responsible direction. Generally, science is
viewed as a tool for discovering the truth and creating new knowledge, but sometimes scientific
research can lead to both positive and negative consequences. Therefore, integrating knowledge
between science and ethics is important in guiding research and the application of new
technologies in a responsible manner. The ethical framework for science can be based on values
such as justice, transparency, and accountability, which are principles that ensure research and
technological development are beneficial to society and do not cause harm to humans or the
environment. For example, the development of biotechnologies, such as the genetic modification
of plants and animals to increase yield or resilience to changing environmental conditions, must
consider the potential impacts on biodiversity. Using this technology without considering long-
term consequences could lead to the extinction of certain species or changes in ecosystems
(Pellizzoni, 2011). Thus, creating an ethical framework alongside research will help mitigate these
risks.

2. Case Study: Considering the Sustainability of Nuclear Energy in Philosophy and Science
Nuclear energy is one of the energy sources with significant ethical and scientific controversy.
While nuclear energy offers advantages in terms of producing large amounts of power without
emitting greenhouse gases during energy production, it also carries risks related to the
management of hazardous waste, accidents, and safety issues in unexpected situations, such as
the Chernobyl and Fukushima nuclear disasters. From a scientific perspective, nuclear energy is
seen as an efficient source for continuous electricity generation, and it can be used to replace
fossil fuels, which are a major contributor to climate change (World Nuclear Association, 2020).
However, when considering the sustainability of nuclear energy, it is crucial to incorporate ethical
considerations, particularly regarding the responsibility of managing radioactive waste resulting
from energy production processes. Philosophically, the use of nuclear energy may be seen as
relying on a high-risk technology, raising questions about the rights of future generations and
decisions that impact the long-term sustainability of the Earth (Barton & Kinsella, 2013).
Therefore, decisions regarding the use of nuclear energy should be considered from both
scientific and ethical viewpoints to minimize the risks and impacts associated with this energy
source. For instance, in the Chernobyl incident of 1986, the nuclear plant accident resulted in a
massive release of radioactive material, which negatively affected the health of people in the
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region and continues to impact the local environment today (Barton & Kinsella, 2013). Although
nuclear energy is considered an environmentally clean energy source, as it does not emit
greenhouse gases during electricity production, the management of radioactive waste remains a
significant challenge with no sustainable disposal methods (World Nuclear Association, 2020).
Philosophical consideration in this case highlights the complexity of decision-making. By applying
ethical principles that aim for sustainability and global responsibility, it is necessary to evaluate
the long-term impacts and the benefits that society would gain from nuclear energy.

3. Critique of Contemporary Scientific and Philosophical Ideas In modern times, both
scientific and philosophical concepts have evolved and changed over time. Modern science
focuses on the development of highly efficient technologies to solve various problems, yet there
are critiques suggesting that some scientific ideas may be misaligned with maintaining natural
balance and sustainability. For example, the development of technologies that exploit natural
resources unsustainably or the dedication of resources to research and development of new
technologies without considering their long-term social and environmental impacts.

Contemporary philosophy critiques the reliance on science as a tool to solve all problems,
especially in terms of sustainability and ethics. These philosophical critiques serve as reminders
to be cautious when applying science and technology in everyday life, particularly when making
decisions regarding public policies and global development (Funtowicz & Ravetz, 1993).
Philosophical critique also encourages an awareness of the need to integrate ethical dimensions
into the development of science responsibly. Social and environmental values should be an
essential part of the development of scientific and technological policies. For instance, the
development of biotechnologies in agriculture to increase crop yields may lead to soil
degradation or loss of biodiversity (Funtowicz & Ravetz, 1993). Philosophical critique thus calls
for science to consider the social and environmental impacts at every stage of technological
development, including questioning the rights of future generations who may be affected by
current decisions.

The Limitations of Science in Addressing Structural Social Issues

Science plays a crucial role in the development of technology and discoveries that can help
solve many societal problems. However, science sometimes cannot provide complete solutions
to deep and complex social issues, which arise from the intricate structure of society and involve
psychological, cultural, political, and economic factors. Understanding these limitations can help
make efforts to address social problems more effective.

1. Proposing a New Philosophy Focused on Balance Between Humans and Nature Solving
social issues caused by environmental destruction and the imbalance of development cannot be
accomplished through science alone. A philosophy that focuses on the balance between humans
and nature is, therefore, an important alternative. For example, the concept of "sustainability"
was developed to respond to environmental and social problems. This concept emphasizes
development that does not destroy natural resources and promotes responsible use of those
resources.

Example: In addressing environmental crises such as climate change, the use of renewable
energy sources like wind and solar power can reduce greenhouse gas emissions. However, their
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implementation requires appropriate social and economic adjustments. At the same time, the
sustainability of social and cultural aspects that may arise from these changes must also be
considered (Schneider et al., 2017).

2. Case Studies in Global Crises Global crises such as climate change, water shortages, and
social inequalities show the limitations of science in solving structural problems. The causes of
these issues are not only related to the lack of scientific knowledge but also to power distribution,
politics, and economics, which are key factors in societal decision-making.

Example: The IPCC (2021) study indicates that climate change is not only a scientific issue
but also involves policy changes and the distribution of responsibility among countries. The
unwillingness of some countries to reduce greenhouse gas emissions due to economic impacts
makes addressing this problem a significant challenge.

3. Climate Change: Ethical Considerations in Greenhouse Gas Emissions Climate change is
a problem caused by greenhouse gas emissions, which mostly come from human activities such
as fossil fuel burning, deforestation, and large-scale agriculture using chemicals. Although
technologies that reduce greenhouse gas emissions, such as clean energy and electric vehicles,
are effective in mitigating environmental impacts, decisions on this issue must also consider
social justice and ethics.

Example: At the COP26 (2021) conference, global agreements to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions were not accepted by all countries, particularly those that rely on fossil fuel industries
as their primary income source. This highlights the limitations of adapting society within the
framework of science (UNFCCC, 2021).

The ethical consideration here involves the rights of future generations, inequalities in
access to greenhouse gas-reducing technologies, and the distribution of responsibility among
countries contributing to emissions.

4. Water Resources Crisis: Using Technology Alongside Philosophical Awareness Water
resources are one of the essential natural resources for human survival, but unsustainable use of
water has led to water crises in many parts of the world. The development of technologies for
water management, such as desalination or water-saving technologies, can help address this
issue in some cases. However, relying on technology alone cannot resolve structural problems.

Example: In drought-prone countries, such as some in Africa, technologies like desalination
are used to produce clean water to meet drinking needs. However, managing water resources at
the community level remains a critical issue that must be developed alongside fostering
individual and societal awareness about water conservation (Vérdosmarty et al., 2010).
Philosophical awareness is essential in promoting sustainable water resource use.
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Conclusion

Addressing global crises caused by environmental destruction, climate change, and
complex social issues requires effective coordination between philosophy and science. The
following approaches are proposed.

1. Developing a Clear Ethical Framework: Creating an ethical framework based on
sustainability and justice will promote responsible decision-making at both individual and societal
levels. Ethical considerations in greenhouse gas emissions and natural resource use can lead to
sustainable behavior changes in society (Schneider et al., 2017).

2. Technological Development for Resource Conservation: Developing technologies that
reduce the impact of natural resource use, such as clean energy or water-saving technologies,
can help alleviate the severity of various crises. However, these developments must go hand-in-
hand with fostering societal awareness to promote sustainable resource use (Vorésmarty et al.,
2010).

3. Introducing New Philosophical Concepts for Balancing Humans and Nature: Promoting
philosophical concepts that focus on creating a balance between humans and nature, such as
sustainability and respect for nature, can help societies address crises in a sustainable way (IPCC,
2021).

The Role of Philosophy and Science in Creating a Sustainable Society

Philosophy plays a crucial role in developing concepts and ethical frameworks that guide
decisions with long-term environmental and social impacts. For example, the concept of
"sustainability" combines the care for natural resources and the creation of a good quality of life
for all members of society (Schneider et al., 2017). Science, on the other hand, is an essential tool
for developing technologies that help address crises efficiently, such as clean energy sources,
water storage technologies, and research on climate change. Science can be used to improve the
environment and enhance quality of life in society.

The integration of philosophy and science is, therefore, the best approach to building a
sustainable society. Philosophy will guide the direction and principles to follow, while science will
provide practical methods and technologies for tackling global crises.

Recommendations
Body of Knowledge

Integrating Ethical Frameworks for Sustainable Decision-Making To address the global
crises of climate change, environmental degradation, and social inequality, it is crucial to
integrate ethical frameworks into decision-making processes. This approach ensures that
decisions made today consider not only the immediate benefits but also long-term social,
environmental, and economic consequences. A key element is adopting the principles of
Environmental Ethics, which emphasize the responsibility humans have toward nature and future
generations. Decisions should take into account Intergenerational Justice, ensuring that the
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choices made today do not compromise the ability of future generations to meet their needs.
Moreover, the ethical consideration of Sustainable Development is crucial, ensuring the balance
between fulfilling present needs without compromising the ecosystem and future prospects
(Rawls, 1999; United Nations, 2020). These frameworks will guide policies that foster social
justice, reduce inequality, and protect the environment, while promoting economic growth.

Fostering Global Cooperation and Multidisciplinary Solutions

Global crises, such as climate change and social inequality, are interconnected and require
collective action. No single country or entity can resolve these issues alone. There needs to be a
concerted effort at the international level to ensure the equitable distribution of resources, share
technological advancements, and implement policies that tackle these crises on a global scale.
The integration of knowledge across disciplines—such as science, economics, and philosophy—
will yield holistic solutions that address both the root causes and the resulting impacts of these
crises. The IPCC (2021) report underscores that addressing climate change effectively requires
the cooperation of all countries and sectors of society, recognizing the interconnectedness of the
environment, economy, and human well-being.

Investing in Clean Energy and Technological Innovation

One of the most effective ways to mitigate climate change and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions is by transitioning from fossil fuels to clean energy sources such as solar, wind, and
biomass. Governments, businesses, and individuals must prioritize the development of
renewable energy technologies to reduce emissions, decrease air pollution, and promote
sustainable growth. Innovations in energy storage systems are also essential to make clean
energy more reliable and accessible, even in areas with fluctuating energy demands (Tesla, 2022).
Additionally, investments in energy-efficient technologies and green technologies can
significantly reduce the environmental footprint of industries and households, creating a
sustainable future.

Applying Genetic Modification in Agriculture to Address Environmental Crises

The use of genetic modification (GM) can play a vital role in addressing food security
challenges exacerbated by climate change. By developing genetically modified crops that are
resistant to drought, heat, or diseases, agricultural productivity can be significantly increased in
areas vulnerable to environmental stressors. Furthermore, GM technologies can reduce the
dependency on chemical pesticides, promoting a more sustainable and eco-friendly approach to
agriculture (Gurian-Sherman, 2009; Haug, 2020). Research into GM should be conducted with
caution, incorporating ethical considerations about biodiversity and ecosystem health, ensuring
that the use of such technologies does not lead to unintended ecological consequences.

Enhancing Scientific Research and Data Collection

Science plays an instrumental role in providing the evidence necessary to understand and
mitigate the effects of climate change and environmental degradation. Ongoing data collection,
such as measuring CO; levels in the atmosphere at research stations like Mauna Loa, is crucial for
tracking the progress of global environmental issues (Keeling et al., 1976). By continuously
monitoring greenhouse gas emissions and their effects, science can inform policy decisions and
lead to the development of technologies that mitigate climate impacts. Moreover,
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interdisciplinary scientific approaches can help address complex global challenges, combining the
expertise of climatologists, biologists, economists, and social scientists.

Philosophical Reflection on the Balance Between Humans and Nature

The integration of philosophy into environmental decision-making is essential to ensure
that scientific progress aligns with ethical principles that prioritize human well-being and
environmental sustainability. Concepts such as sustainability and respect for nature offer a
framework for creating a more harmonious relationship between humans and the environment
(Schneider et al., 2017). Philosophical reflection can help guide public policies and societal
behavior toward long-term sustainability, encouraging responsible consumption, equitable
resource distribution, and the preservation of biodiversity. By incorporating ethical thinking into
the design of technological and industrial systems, we can create more resilient societies that are
mindful of their impacts on the environment and future generations.

Addressing Social Inequality Through Structural Reform

Social inequality is often intertwined with environmental and economic challenges. Policies
aimed at addressing social disparities must consider the structural issues that perpetuate
inequality, such as unequal access to resources, healthcare, and education. Ensuring fair access
to clean energy, healthcare, and education for marginalized communities is a crucial step in
creating a more equitable society. Social justice should be an integral part of climate change
policies, ensuring that the most vulnerable communities are supported and not left behind in the
transition to a more sustainable future (Oxfam, 2023; Stiglitz, 2019).

Summary Table 1

Application of Knowledge /

Topic Knowledge Acquired Future Benefits
The global crisis is a Develop joint solutions at the
complex problem international level and improve
Global Crisis interconnected with policies to create a balance
environmental, social, and between development and
economic issues. natural resource conservation.

Greenhouse gases from
human activities are
causing global
temperatures to rise,
impacting the environment

Develop policies to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, use
clean energy, and adopt
sustainable agricultural

Climate Change

and food security. practices.

Unsustainable use of Promote the sustainable use of

natural resources and resources and reduce pollution
Environmental Crisis pollution are damaging through technologies such as

ecosystems and affecting waste management, clean

human health. energy, and reforestation.
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Topic

Knowledge Acquired

Application of Knowledge /
Future Benefits

Social Inequality

Inequality in access to
resources, opportunities,
and basic rights leads to
social problems and
conflicts.

Implement policies to distribute
opportunities and resources
equitably, and promote
education and healthcare to
reduce gaps between social
groups.

Technology and Solutions

Clean technologies such as
solar energy, genetic
modification, and nuclear
power can help reduce
environmental impacts.

Develop innovations that can be
widely adopted, such as energy

storage, climate-resilient crops,

and safe and sustainable energy
systems.

Ethics in Science

Ethical principles, such as
intergenerational justice
and responsibility towards
the future, are important
for decision-making on
natural resources.

Use these principles to develop
policies and oversee research
and development related to the
environment and technology, to
prevent long-term negative
impacts.

Role of Philosophy and
Science

Philosophy provides
concepts and ethics, while
science develops methods
and technologies to
address practical
problems.

Create a balance between
resource use and development
through clear ethical concepts,
promoting sustainable
development in both society and
the environment.

A summary table of knowledge related to global crises is organized into key topics such as
the global crisis, climate change, environmental crises, social inequality, and the role of
philosophy and science. Each topic includes an explanation of the relevant knowledge, such as
the causes and impacts of the issues, along with approaches for applying this knowledge in the
future. This includes policy development, the use of clean technologies, and the creation of a
balance between humanity and nature. The table emphasizes the importance of integrating
ethical principles with scientific advancements to achieve true global sustainability.
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Abstract

This article aims to examine the method of question-and-answer exchanges and the
doctrine of samsara as presented in the Milindapafiha. The study adopts a documentary research
approach, analyzing the dialogues between King Milinda and Venerable Nagasena. The findings
indicate that the discussions on samsara follow the pattern of ekamsavayakaraniya paiiha, which
requires straightforward answers without ambiguity or complexity. Venerable Nagasena
frequently employs similes to clarify his explanations. For instance, he compares the cycle of birth
and death to a mango tree, whose original seed cannot be traced. This method of inquiry fosters
adeeper and more effective understanding of the Dhamma. Additionally, the doctrine of samsara
reflects a fundamental concept in Buddhism, emphasizing the impermanent nature of existence
and the endless cycle of birth, death, and rebirth. Understanding this concept not only cultivates
wisdom for living but also serves as a tool for liberation from suffering through the practice of
the Dhamma. Therefore, analyzing the approach to answering questions and the use of similes
in the Milindapanha is essential for a profound understanding of Buddhist teachings. It also
enables practitioners to apply these principles to their lives with greater wisdom.

Keywords: Samsara, Cycle of Rebirth, Birth, Death
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Abstract

This article explores Charles Darwin's theory of evolution, emphasizing natural selection,
variation within species, and adaptation within a scientific framework. It further juxtaposes these
concepts with key principles in Buddhist philosophy, such as Dependent Origination and the
Agganna Sutta. The findings demonstrate profound connections between biological theories and
philosophical insights, highlighting the development of life from both physical and spiritual
perspectives. This integration not only enriches a holistic understanding but also fosters
constructive dialogue between distinct disciplines, bridging the gap between science and
spirituality.
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