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Abstract

This academic article examines the historical development and influence of Buddhism on
Buddhist architecture and religious art in Southeast Asia through documentary research based
on the Pali Canon, its commentaries, and related scholarly literature. The study investigates the
origins, concepts, and evolution of Buddhist sacred architecture while exploring how Buddhist
architectural traditions adapted to diverse cultural, environmental, and historical contexts across
Southeast Asia.

The findings indicate that Buddhist architecture was fundamentally rooted in the principles
of the Buddha's teachings, the Vinaya, and Buddhist cosmology, which inspired the construction
of stupas, pagodas, monasteries, viharas, and temples as centers of religious practice, education,
and the propagation of Buddhism. As Buddhism spread throughout Southeast Asia, architectural
forms were creatively integrated with indigenous beliefs, local artistic traditions, climatic
conditions, and available construction materials, resulting in distinctive regional architectural
identities while preserving shared symbolic meanings. Despite stylistic diversity, these sacred
structures consistently reflect Buddhist cosmological concepts, philosophical symbolism, and the
creation of sacred spaces intended to support spiritual cultivation and religious devotion. The
study concludes that Buddhism has profoundly influenced not only the religious and cultural
development of Southeast Asian societies but also the evolution of architectural heritage and
Buddhist art, leaving an enduring legacy that continues to shape the region's cultural identity and
constitutes an invaluable component of the world's cultural heritage.

Keywords: Buddhism, Southeast Asia, Buddhist Art, Buddhist Architecture, Sacred Architecture
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